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LABOUR CONFERENCE ISSUE 


Labour in Asia 
Defence policy 
Immigration and racialism 
The state of the Left 
Bits of freedom 

News — reviews — letters 


WILSON’S NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 


neg 
This year’s Labour Party conference will meet 
at the light - or the shadow - of the National 
an, The plan is not a clear statement of the 
S°Vernment’s intentions, but it is a clear state- 
Ment of the government's attitudes and as- 
sumptions over a very wide range of policy 
Issues, i : 
The central feature of the plan is that it is 
Not a plan for social change. ‘‘ Care will be 


laken not to destroy the complex mechanisms 


®n which the market economy is based.” The 
Plan has used the estimates of industrial 
'Tms as the basis of its forecasting for the 
Private sector of the economy, and it is the 
dustrial firms, bankers and holders of sterl- 
‘ng who will take the decisions on which the 
blan’s success or failure depends. Not only 
‘Tibune, but the Observer and the Economist 
ave pointed out that there is nothing in the 
lan to suggest that the government will 
'adically extend its influence, let alone con- 
trol, over the private sector, 
Why is this important? Is the idea of state 
Sntrol of industry not just an old socialist 
Ogma? 

is important because, to accept for the 
Moment the government’s intention - to 
‘hieve a higher rate of growth - it is diffi- 
“ult to see how the plan will work as long 


énds, ‘The plan has made very optimistic 
‘sumptions about the rate of growth which 
“nN be achieved, at a time when most com- 
‘entators are gloomily predicting a recession, 
With investment being cut back. The estimates 
% the possible increase in productivity and 
isgports have been widely criticised as unreal- 
re The result seems quite likely to be an- 

ley balance of payments crisis - once the 


ara * * 
“conomy has been allowed to inflate its way 
i me of the present depression. 
wor ts 


Us is why the government places such heavy 
wi Phasis on the need for an incomes policy, 
ich it is hoped will stop inflation eating 
ey the gains of economic growth, Hence 
_° appeals to work harder and the denuncia- 
Ons of unofficial strikers as ‘“‘wreckers.” Thus, 
ba, Society where the reward for investing 
vital is still much greater than the reward 
afte vorking, and where decisions which can 
‘€ct the lives of very many people are still 
pee by a few, there is going to be increased 
iyouure on workers to make sacrifices and 
if tt up what bargaining power they have; and 
of aus fails, threats of “ discipline’ and talk 
. treason.” . 
Het is the object behind all this? Growth. 
aL is growth " for? To improve our stan- 
"1 of living and get us out of debt to the 


rest of the world, So far, so good. But what 
does this mean? 

What it seems to mean is chiefly that we will 
have more to spend as consumers, But “we” 
are not all likely to benefit in the same degree, 
How, when the number of places for retrain- 
ing men in new skills is only panented to 
increase from 6,000 to 8,000, are the badly. 
paid people in the declining industries going 
to manage? How will the old-age pensioners 
manage, and all the other people who live on 
fixed incomes or who aren't going to be first 
in the line for the benefits that come from 
increasing productivity? 

It has been abundantly shown that simply 
increasing production and making: society as 
a whole more wealthy does little or nothing 
to improve the lot of the poorer people in 
the society, What is also needed is a real 
attack on the weaknesses in the welfare ser- 
vices. But the National Plan envisages an in- 
crease of £4,500 million in consumer spend- 
ing by 1970, and only a £1,500 million in- 
crease in public spending. It forecasts an 
increase of £844 million on cars alone, but 
an increase of under £300 million on the 
health and welfare services. There is a wel- 
come increase in the attention to he given 
to producing public housing for rent; but 
nobody pretends that the supply of housing 
will come anywhere near matching the need 
for it. 

If the contrast between spending on cars and 
spending on health is thought unfair - com- 
paring completely different things - we can 
contrast instead the 50% increase for ears with 
the 40% increase for road-building, which the 
plan admits will not keep pace with the 
increase in traffic. 

In contrast to these inadequate amounts given 
to public spending at home, which we must 
remember are estimates only (and estimates 
of public spending are the first things to 
suffer in a defiation like the present one), 
the figure for “ defence ’ spending, including 
overseas spending, is te remain at £2,000 
million. True, this figure is not being in- 
creased, and the government is making some 
economies to ensure that it stays constant; 
bul the overwhelming need now, on practical 
political grounds as well as economic ones, 
is for a dramatic cut in this burden. Arms 
expenditure uses money and men and equip- 
ment which are badly wanted fer productive 
work; it imposes an extra burden on the bal- 
ance of payments; it does not help us solve any 
prowlens of foreign policy. Worst of all, it 


s the reverse of the policy we should have _ 
towards the developing countries; and it is a 


by it 
overseas inilifary expenditure. A more 1h ‘ 
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“The idea that ‘ls good fer me and damn ihe © 


nation’... is not only an ohatacle te our Nailonal 
Pian, Jt is an act af treason against our democracy.” 
- H. Wilson, September 24, 


horrifying feature of the National Plan that, 
while we maintain an unnecessary, expensive 
and dangerous military presence in several — 
parts of the world, we are simultaneously — 


planning to save money by cutting down the — 


flow of aid to underdeveloped countries. i 
No-one haa suceeeded in explaining why a— 
Labour government should follow such con: — 
servative policies, although the belief is wide- - 
spread that it is submitting to United States 
economic blackmail, This theory hardly ex: 
pane why the government insists on adding 
© iis balance of payments diffieultics 


theory is that the Labour government is ob- 
sessed by the desire to appear as a national 
government, not to frighten bankers and ¢ 
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Brita months 13s, # mMentl 
ar 
Abroad ¢ 
1 sear 46 


AIRMAIL EDITION 
North Africa and Middic Bas InOT? 1 d 
& months 275 bu, 1 year & 

Jndia, Africa and South) Hast Asi 
i@>, 6 months 325, 1 yeur 60s 
Australia, New Zealand and Far t 
185, G@ mouths $65, L year 6& 
North Aineriea: $10 a year to f we, CFO 
AFSC, 16) North 15th St, Phitadelphia 2, Pa 
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Peace News 5 Caledonian Rd London NI 


Creative listening 


Jin appleation to committees and 
teachons 
Dr Rachel Pinney will demonstrate 
OXFORD 
Friday Sept 24, Krends House, 43 St Gile 
ERROR IN places of Bristol area 
mectings in last issue 
BRISTOL, 
Misidhay Sept 27, Fotk House 
Tuesday Sept 28, 
Vale, Bedmunster 
Thursday Sept 30, Friends House, Street 
Yriday Oct 1, Friends House, St Mary‘s Road, 
Portishead 
saturday Qet 2, Folk House, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Monday Get ¢, Tues 5, Thurs 7, Fri 8, Sat 9 
Temperance lostitute, $0 Carlton © res 


430 pi 
Enquiries 93 Oakley St S.W.3. FLA 7008 


40 Park St 
riends Hou Wedinore 


40 Park St 


St. Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A achool community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
education on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now being 
considered for next year 


IDGALG NOME COUNTIES CHINA G GLASS PACKED 


GAMUEN A 74 Pil 
vl ati? 


PIANOS MOVEG 720 GAMDEH HIGH SIREET NW 


Builder/Bricklayer 


urgently required to work under 
the Department of Co-operatives 
in Senegal, 

Preferably French-speaking. 
Return fares and pocket 
paid, 


money 


For further details and application forms 
please write LTSO, International 
Voluntary Service 

72 Oakley Square, London NWI, 


Special offer for new readers 


8 weeks 


post free trial 5s 


Air cdition & weeks for L0s; US, 6 
weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Nanie 
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PREGANANE rEST, ibl " W ficac London 
Send } n 
Hadh r lta ) Hfarvist 
Road, f 
CONTACT south African liberal forthazhtly 
WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP, Quote L56943 and with rSi¢ news of t stre walnst 
you par will p dividend apartheid and colomablsm. 8 months 9d 
Bert . un Want number 12. montt 1 Box 19 Ca I i 
diar 
j NEW LIFE h practical mia 
Births zine, promote:. comraun living, co operative 
ON AUGUST 16, 1965, to Friedenstern and ventur mutual aid, a du st-yourself approach 
Meanees Howard (Nee Pearson) of 38 Hampten fa fe, new idea: id p er aa | Copy 6d 


toad, Hitchin, son, R ell Pearson Tox 


Diary 


As Us is a free service we reserve the right to 
elect from notic s¢ntin, ‘To make the service 
As Complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


27 September, Monday 


BLACKPOOL, 5.3tb - 


7 pm. Trades Club, Chad- 


i, Send entries to arrive not later than first wick St. Teach-in on Vietnam CND 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 

2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), BEACKPOOL, 7.36 pm Junice Thoatre, Corona. 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and tien St. Public mtg: Olive Gibbs, Canon Collins, 
secretary's uddress), lan Mikardo, Fenner Brockway, Donald Soper, 

Rimirys Hughes, Jovee Butler, John Horner 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement 

Remeniber to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised Meeting Sale or Return From: 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Rd., N21. 


24 September, Friday 


Frank Allann (chair) 


28 September, Tuesday 


LPF, CND 


BLACKPOOL. 5 30 7 pm Central Library 
Teach-in on Vietnam, END. 

BLACKPOOL, 7.30) pm Jubilee Theatre 
“Vietnam, Rhodesia and Malaysia.’ Chater 


CHATHAM. 7.36 pm, Town Hall Peace raily - 
“ Listen, Sing, Support ’' Clir dim Buek, Dr 
Malcolin Caldwell, Rev Paul Oestreicher, Ernie 
Koberts, Tony McCarthy Folk Singers. Kent 
Region CND 


don Area monthly mig open to all members 
25 September, Saturday for discussion, planning and reports. PPU 
LONDON, 2.30 - 7.30 pm India House, Aldwych, 
W.C.2. 2&8 pm Office of the High Commission 29 September, Wed 
er for Pakistan, 35 Lowndes Sy, S.W1. Indo; BLACKPOOL, 5,36 - 7 pm. Central Library. 
Pakistan war: ‘' Stop the war’ picket. CND, Jeach-in on Vietnam, CND. 
C100, PPU, 

BRADFORD. 7.45 pm. Left Club, & Edmund 


LONDON N.3, 2.30 pm. The Grange, 
Ave (nr Finchley Central tube). Garden for 
ICDP and Firene, CND and FoR 


3 Hendon Sst 


WATFORD. 


WATFOIWD. Assemble 2 pm, Harebrakes. Motor- jn 
cade, 2.30 public meeting pedestrian precinct 
High St, Watford. Peace in Vietnam Cttee 


25-26 Sept, Sat-Sun 


LONDON W.C.1. Sat 2 - 9 pm, Sun 10.30 aim % Saee 4 

to 5.30 pm. Student Movement House, 103 LONDON W.C.2. 7 pm. 52 5t Martins Lane. Film 

Gower St “Way Ahead conference all Viewing Session (details: classified ad Sep 

supporters welcome, 28 6d fee to cover costs. 17 issue} Tickets ¢«s.a.e.) Phyllis Nash. J 

Nal Cttec of 100 Rosemont Road, W.3 Sok and Cencoerd Films 
Council. 

26 September, Sunday WATFORD. 7.45 pm ertfordshire Arms, St 


BLACKPOOL, 2.30 fm. Assemble Gynn Sa for Albans Rd. Folk and poetry on Vietnam — Fro- 
march to foreshore opposite Waterloo Road cecds to Medical Aid Cttee 
Mtg: Lord Hrockway, Stan Orme MP, Hugh Fy 
apne Peter Worsley, Olive Gibbs (chair). 1 October, Friday 
BRISTOL. 7 pm 24 Woodbridge Road. PPU 


EPSOM, 3 pm. 8a lings Road Rod Prince 
(editor) on the prusent policy of Peace News 
Surrey Area PPV. 


LONDON WAI. 3.30 pm. Wetgh House Chureh 
Hal, Binney St copp Selfridges). rian Pearl: by 
“Israeli Kibvutz"' Order of the Great Com- 
panions 


CONSPIRACY Ol 


ter 


Hugh Jenkins MP, 
Fenner Brockway and John Eber. MCF. 


LONDON W.C.E. 7.15 pm 


Friends 


speakers S 


Leonard Bird speaking on the Race Rela- 
tions Bill. PPU. 


7 pm. Town Hall 
Peace in Vietnain Ctlee 


30 September, Thursday 


BLACKPOOL. 5.360 ? pm. 
Teach-in on Vietnam 


Central Library 


CND 


meting. 


LONDON W.C.2. 6 pm. French Chureh, Leices- 

followed, at 
Martins Lane, 
° The 
Catholic Worker Movement in America") and 
discussion, Pax 


ill 


Pl). Mass for world peace, 
Meeting House, 52 St 
refreshments, talk (Mr D Knight on 


ENG 


chemical & biological warfare today 


published by Housmans and Hampstead Committee of 100 


price Is (post 3d) quantities 10s 6d dozen post free 


is always fighting 
for Socialist policies to end 
nuclear madness. Sixteen 
pages of politics, poetry and 
reviews giving a left slant to 
the international fight for 
peace and freedom. 

every Vriday from 

all newsagents Is 
or take advantage of this 
special offer 
8 weeks far Gs (post free) or $1 US 


PLEASE SEND ME TRIBUNE 
FORK EIGHT WEEKS 
1} ENCLOSE 6s (US) $1) 


NAME 


ADDRESS eee: 


Send to: TRIBUNE, 
222 Strand, London W.C.2. 
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Silverman MP, 


6 Endsleigh St. Lon- 


Vietnam Teach- 
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VIETNAM: CRITE TRUTH, Ahan Watt lV rpaiy 
MPL Oulton Monday 1 6d. Alsa- Socialist A dal af l 
Recast Merlin ie Whitheld ® | Town Hal 
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by Islingts 

Situations vacant 
CASHIER REQUIRED, knowledge uf wages and 
Eoan advant but prepared to tal 
i ligent person willy ta dear and aceee 
responsibility, Phone WEL 9743 


LEDGER CLERKS required abe 18 


upwards; Istington area, Good prospect <= 
i 174 


INTELLIGENE GIRL required as general clett 
small busy ofhee Isiington district, FW] 


il 1 1 aed 


YYPIST wanted for work 
international student centre, Wer 
Warden otfice. Apply imme 
Student Movement House 
USton 1646 


SHOWPEAND 
ecumenical 
ing work in 
diately to Warden, 
103 G rest, W 1 


ee eemnnaeanameasmnemnenmmantttl 


Tony | 


2 October, Saturday 


FAVERSHJAM, Kent. ¢ pm 


Baptist Church, st 
Mary's Road. Discussian ‘Problems of peat a 
making.’ Tea 4.30 pm. 6 pin‘) Annihilation a | 
Kecoonetlanan Speakers: Max Varker il | 


Fred Moorhouse, chairman Reve P, Coehral 
f 


Fon. 


4 October, Monday , 


BIRMINGHAM, 7.45 pm St Martins in-the-BU 


Ring. ° Mekong Valley filmy (Concord filne” 
Women for Peace, itr 

la sense 
5 October, Tuesday M this par 
BRADFORD. 7.45 pm. Left Club, 6 Edmund $4) ) Nile mo 
John Minnion speaking on CND folk concef “VE Quite 


CN, r*bour pa 
een | IT deltt 
erence 

that J | 


Slapstick at saith in th 


re resolut 


: Made, 
the Unity My main ¢ 
. f Britain 
There’s a Megabutton on my Livil® mn hosp 
Room Floor, (Unity Theatre.) mepied ey 
Most of the audience - including Mi) i i: 
oe rie. ay "a wisi Spene 
Capp, the American cartoonist ( 4, Mine to h 
Abner”), enjoyed the play. Perhaps }E) Urpay { 
have enjoyed it more if the stern dit iia fdas 
of reviewing it hadn't made me I! ting one { 
aware of its imperfections, ry the 


The plot isn’t bad. In order that wa}! 
against Russia and China can go ahes® “tions. v 
democratically, Harold Freeman, middle i Having ; 
aged and typical citizen, has been chose! » at the n 
computerwise to press - or not pres). There are 
the megabutton installed by the ar lor improv 
in his hving room. The arguments Pal joven 
and against this action are put forwaly ton, both 


: and ¢§ 
hy representatives of the US and Wn Rien 
Foreign Offices. shout. ; 


4 . ah} CK 
The theme of nuclear holocaust has te ing Te, th: 
i f 


author Stuart Douglass admits in inhi ttn, 
programme notes, to be treated WEoty Proveme 
great caution. True, indeed. The ie 

pending end of the world evokes on ngnit | wo 


tions of tragedy, rage, despair, cynicine b rely 9 
or revolt, Mr Douglass chooses humo! 14 us’ iy, 
And it can’t be done. Savage satire, 1) AN, then 


(the hallmark of Unity's best prodty Klvex 
exacth 


tions), but this play is not satirical. nel 
satire you must believe implicitly 10 vA On to | 
characters. You must know in your nee oy ediate 
this is reality even when writ large. ‘aaiy to py 
nist leave the theatre raring to 80 Mo) oSible 4 
do something. But I couldn't believe ie lip, thd co 
the stereotyped caricatures, nar mM wish At 
slapstick situations, and not, eventual? un SSarily 
the theme itself. wag he 
Mr Douglass says he wants the audien then 
to be invalved in the play. The prods “Dutt; ua 
(Brian Murphy) does his best if Tg jmg. Me | 
respect. At intervals, the “ stage me on). 
ager” (the best actor of the lot) Tre dii®t bott 
on to the stage, warns the players and | ay h in 
hidden dangers of the megabuttol tor? Mec)! , 48 
hints to the audience of recent dis je/q) ldte sg 
in the theatre, But the hoped-for aU™ pd ’ge yy) 
phere didn’t arise. Not diq the 
long interval “turn” of a hummel hag 
* spokesinan ” for Civil Defence do Mine th! to 1 
except lengthen the interval betweet { Mi) hen’) 
acts, s| ap 
The players worked very hard - peritty 14 
too hard. More restraint, particulals je} G8 In 
the American CIA man, would ele mo Gt 
made them more believable. Mr DOUn sit, Ol tior 
has tried hia luck on a most 7 oylb sto, Will 
subject and is to be commended pe | ha - 
eouragey ile lack v Sie re alt Niles 88 
regretted, not condenmnec ve Oe 
G.B.S. and Wesker have had the ell iPovie! 
R thei 


= 


hits. But go along and see it y# jn 

{t's good entertainment, Perh#P* uy 

just an old purist. ’ wie Da ne e 
GEORGE GO WGP ace 


t : Oren 


; Peeple acting for themselves: a 
Peat Pay sroup of tenants picketing Islington 
venue! | Town Hall in August 1965, in pro- 
lest about rent increases imposed 

SY Islington Borough Council. 
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In a SENSE is ‘ 
| Sense this arte is out of place 

sday vt Me particular dsstie of Pea vi u 
ub, 6 Edrond $f) "le tnost of the other contributors 
ND folk concef® Ve Giiite rightly written with the 
_. Ae Party Conference in mund, | am 
ont, deliberately vaing to ignore that 
: rence, My reason for doing this 


th in this or that cunference or plan, 
Pe resolutions passed and the promises 
do, 

My mai : ‘oo is wi : 

‘gf wadin concern here is with the state 

jy, Britain's social services . everything 
a omy Livit® | Tom hospitals to having the dusthin 
tre.) )PMied every week, Tam no expert on 
MiMch mnatters and would probably have 


bavarel x 

Fone rong: Tht, spend months of research Tf To was 
\y. Perhaps i aie to dit you with a wellbdocumented 
Hie. stern adil aS filled With whe aimost telling of 
fide je 5 Isties. That is semcane else's task 
aid one that badly needy to be done, 

af OF the Toment, Powould like to offer 

der that W oe 2wa views bused an iny own quali- 


/ cain fo aed! 
eelnan, midge 
as heen chase? 
or not pres? 

by the art) fi 
arguments [00 or 
re put forwaty \ 
e US and ¥ 


wy yiens, which are the same as yours, 
ly Maving actually to live with and large. 
m 2 the mercy of these social services, 
cere are no doubt several plans abunt 
iMprovings on the present problems 
losing, hospitals, transport, educa- 
>and so on. The government has its 
i uh Dlans and seizes every opportunity 
cig hOut about them. The point 15, of 
inp Se, that after severa) years of shout- 
me © problems are still) with us) What 
Vion Svements there have been are oli 
Sl¥ not enouh. 
Fone? cat] ngy WC | would advocate is that if we can- 
ppair, amount lug Rly on governments and council to 
eee led 6} Wah the kind of social services we 
an Fa adil lpg, en we should go after them our. 
5 best Pb Ag: Foam not advocating anarchism, 
BATITICAL. ich Nope XAetly, AU that 1 want is for each 
nplicitly "heat! My od,to decide what is wrong about his 
aan laut you Oy wiliale environment and then set 
ring to #0 am Mssibt put it fo rights as much as 
& ue, ‘This may involve both defiance 


Be 
+ believe } ; ! 
din't believe ne tng’ co-operation with the “ withori- 


locaust has, NW 
admits in th 

treated wil 
leed. The je 
d evokes el 


es, nor Wl dy at various ie 4 ete, 
aes antialoel Meee dt. Various levels. (it does not 
lot, event iy sarily involve the fulfilment — of 

dr the anarchist or the socialist 


ranch | lbs 
ss the audie® tt Pi They seem to me just as remote 


. The prods. tae Government's longterm plans for 
f best if att:| "op Ng things to right,’ perhaps even 
>" stage men te 80), 

the lot) Mrine digs bothers me is the immediate con- 
players © india; 8 in which I find myself living: 


megabyte’ ere) Mein 48 possible, Iam looking for im- 
weent dae" hay, a solutions, Ultimately, plecemeal 


aft vy ry ‘ 
ped-for Al vor] th ky, wil bring no fasting change of 
A us| layed the anarchists and socialists 
A fo 0 d A their eventual aim; but it may 
fence ween HE ty” oO More fundamental changes in 
al betwee Ml Renee! structure and, certainly, it 
k oe Pus to Hive more comfartably. 
i mt down to specifies: near where 
ie ern eons East End there are 
He iting ebHaYy old buildings, due for 
Darmicals erg. tian. Once they are demohshed 
WAI GR siace 
, PACE 
Yah une. ts 
pia 
| " @ 
bray 2! the most urgent needs of the 
is for somewher: 
; bane. toy. The varius 
3 cowl anh estates in the east End do have 
ee lay °, for children: but many more 
do nut live on these estates 


ec. Mr 
most dl 
mended OF 
seuss is 


© a Considerable amount of 
available for huilding on. 
Kotng to decide what is to be 


, 


if 


the streets Many 
parerca coutd cept this, dad though 
Howes Thraws Street. for escourple % 
velatiy busy with plasing cinharein "Phey 
didnot come iG tauel hari breeatise 
thas oonrents could beep ameve on them 
from then antes, Thorne wis nav iach 
(raftic in the strev 

Now things huve changed. Part of the 
Mast Mind has become pachkine: vane 
The redirected tragic witeves up cand 
down ‘Phrawl Street. ‘Phe ebildren fiase 
to pliy “in the backs” of the tenement 
buadines, surrernded by dusthins and 
dirt. Who was Consulted about meatine 
the area a parking zone? Certuingy, nat 
fhe people who have toa dive there 


and have toe play in 


Another posable play spaee is nt the 
foot of Cad Menteawte Street. Childyen 
door facet pe Cieve. “PRerr Camipeanions 


dial toa Willian 
oclal preabdois 


are THe) mie} 
Booth and yet another 
the meth deimkers, 

To vy knewledee, the meth driakers 
don't bother the children auch, at least 
rot ctirectly. Caass is dot very goad to 
play oon, however, when ot has human 
wrecks sleepin’ on one part of it and 
broken bottles an most of what remams, 
It occurred lo me that the space to he 
left by the deqolished buildtays would 
be an ideal sue for a playground - 
adults only allowed into it if aceompany- 
Ing children. fs aida asset is that it 3s 
completely off the main road, Children 
could play there quite safely, 

1 was not the only parent in the district 
to think of this possibility. Many others, 
of different nationalities ard occupations 
> nore of them "intellectuals " ar poti- 
tically involved (‘ordinary ” people in 
other words) - have told me they have 
been thinking alony similar lines. A few 
folk have actually written to ‘Tower 
Hamlets council about it. and received 
non-cominittal answers. Mor the moment 
the matier rests. Maybe nothing will he 
done about it anti) one day the mys- 
terious builders come along and start 
to build whatever the counen has de 
clded should be built. 

The important aspect to this is that the 
people living in that area have spon- 
taneously done their own town planing. 
They know exactly what they want, 
where they want it and why. Their main 
handicap is that they have neyer been 
used to the idea that maybe their warms 
ean be made to count, 

The answer is obviously to start a cam 
paign. There have been others in the 
past, meeting with various deprees pt 
success. Most recently, tenants in Ishing- 
ton managed to impimve on the way 
they were being: treated by getting to- 
wether and putting pressure an the 
local authorities. There are many ather 
small examples like this whieh indicate 
that at this focal level something cay 
be done, 

Much of what J have written here is 
similar to ideas expressed before many 
tines in Peace News. Theadere Raszak, 
wriling in this paper, October 30, 1004, 
saw “direct action for social change" as 
a posmble focus for the British provement 
In a later issue, A. J. Muste disagreed 
with Roszak on the grounds that to ex: 
tend the peace movement's activities in 


this way would be a bad thing far the 
peace movement \ later article by 
tohert Swann on ‘ creative disorder’ 
iru me us the most Jucid outhine of 
id on this use of direct action ye 
Lo })}3€ 

as nonviolent achhon iS can 


ceived to be not merely a method for 


hast-diteh defence but also a method 
for preventive and immediate action 
which can be applied ta virtually any 


soMal, pohtical, or economic problem 
where injustice, tyranny or threat is 
involved it would seem natural to try 
to expand our horivons and encourage 


the use of this method. . This is not 
merely because doing so would increase 
the potential support for rrative 
policies to our present military ones, 
Dut aiso because other problems, 
nearly as danrerous aud vital as. the 
war issue, exist and ery for our at 
tention. 


1 felt much more in sympathy with this 
way of thinking than I did with ‘Theodare 
Reszak’s idea that “once we (the peace 
movement) are accepted as allies on 
issues Uhat matter to people, our chance 
of being heard sympathetically on the 
war issue is apt to be greatly enhanced,” 
It would seem fram this that Roszak’s 
peace movement would ultimately only 
he wetting involved in urban problems 
for the sake of the peace movement. 
Even Bob Swann's ideas on extending 
the range of direct action, much as they 
are cogently argued and backed up with 
actual projects, tend to put the cart 
before the harse. 1k has been shown 
several times recently in this country 
that if the people living in a particular 
locality feel strongly about a particular 
issue, they will organise themselves and 
do something about it. They do not need 
a “movement” to organise them. In 
fact, when one thinks of the number 
of cranks and do-vooders who are active 
in the peace movement, maybe the peace 
movement is the very last thing we want 
coming in on the “direct action for 
social change” scene, 

This is not to say that sometimes the 
“movement” cannot be of great help 
to people mobilising against some social 
ill, In the recent past, Philip Seed and 
other members of the Committee — of 
100 did much ta make a campaign 
started by caravan dwellers in Wales 
nore effective. Some of the actions of 
Students for a Democratic Seciety in 
America have been extremely success. 
ful. But 1 think a more fruitful ine 
would be simply to encourage people not 
only to look around thom ‘amt see what 
needs putting right in their street.» 
they do that already, anyway - but alse 
io get inte the habit of mind in which 
they feel that they, the “ anateurs" 
who have te live with what the * pro- 
fessionals” have organised oar disar- 
sanised for them, can in fact start 
pufting, things te right themselves, ‘or 
pressurising athers int. niaking more 
sensible decisions, This has nothing to 
(ia with” movements, conferences’ ar 
national pigns. This has enly to do- 


human welfare, yours and mine 
fy an article in Peace New 


rlivle care News, Ortgher: 
iG, 1964, Raper Mandy dealt Ayer 


s Sentember 241965 4 


similar problem to the one I have des 


embed inp London's Bast End, Rager 
Moody did samething about the shortage 
of pla pace he formed his own 
Children’s City 


‘Phe only adventure play profect far 
the Hartelufe children was founded 
in Mareh 193 by myself, Qalled the 


hecamn 
venture 


Children’s City, it 
archo-syndicaiast 


AT ae 
throws 


which children developed their own 
ideas of a community, and in whith 
their ingtinet for. self-appraisal was 


non-competitively worked out, By the 
summer of that year, Children's City 


had. attracted 260  chiliiren: 4 news- 
paper office was established, a foreign 
int service’ under. ways, > elementary 


iileas cal am) personal insurance 
thiveshed the air in an ‘office cotsatrue 
ted from tlotgam and corrugated iron, 
and problems af non-violent and vielent 
resicaint were being hotly debated 
amony protagonists and opponents. 6€ 
a police’ force,” 
In the long run, the 
won out aver Toxer Moody, The Childy 
ren’s City was pulled down: Hut this 
(did net make Moody's project 4 fathire: 
it was a resounding snevess beckusa for 
a time al least it gave 280 children 
somewhere to play, itwasn't a success 
if viewed as a battte against the authoris 
tes. Hs success didn't came from the 
fact that it praved an “ amircho-syndi- 
calist”’ venture can wark. Nar should 
we call it a success because Rager Maady 
is a member of that varied collection. of 
people known as the peace movement. 


local authorities 


hecause by starting the Children's: 
City he “showed a new direction for: 
the movement.’ There -is only one 


criterion for the Moody project: were 
the children happy? They were? Then it 
Was a success, ; : 
The Blackpool Conference will nat even 
he able to discuss our social problems... 
in these human terms. To oisopart of a 
social structare that operates toa: far © 
removed from the problems of each — 
individual. Ik looks ta mecan if We are 
stuck with Uhis structure for some tiie 
and will have {0 carve out whatever — 
littie bita of freedom and confart we 
fan within it, This is net da sayowe 
should stop working for. lonstenny 

basic Change in society, ii is staply in 
recognise that while. seme of ay are. 
trying:.se hard ta change society we o- 
musn't farget how to live in It aa well: 3 
‘Tony Millar is a freelance writer. 
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Editorial 


LABOUR IN ASIA 


One of the worst aspects of the Labour 


government's policy has been its out- 
dated and grandiose claim = that the 
Briuish military contribution to peace and 
security was “paramount in many areas 
east of Suez.” The government has in- 
sisted on retaining military bases in 
Aden and Singapore. It has also con- 
tinued the Conservative policy of keep- 
Ing troops in Malaysia ayainst Indonesian 
* confrontation.” 

The political viability of the Malaysian 
Federation, and the process by which 
Sabah and Sarawak were incorporated 
into it, have always been questionable. 
Since Singapore Jeft the Federation on 
August 9 the presence of British troops 
seems even more ill-advised if their 
purpose is to shore up the Federation. 
Thety presence simply helps to confirm 
Sukarno's charges that the British are 


trying to establish a neo-colonialist do- 
mination over the area. 

The secession of Singapore gives the 
government a chance to extricate them- 
selves from Malaysia. If Britain were to 
announce her intention to withdraw, and 
if Sabah and Sarawak became indepen- 
dent, any objective reason for Indo- 
nesian military “ confrontation” would 
disappear. Indonesian reactions to Sin- 
gapore's secession suggested that Sukar- 
no might be willing to change bis policy. 
British withdrawal from Malaysia would 
he very important as a first step towards 
reversing our entire policy in south- 
east Asia. One of the reasons for Wil- 
son's total support for United States 
military actions in Vietnam has almost 
certainly been the need for US backing 
over Malaysia. Conversely the US 
government is clearly anxious to have 


WILSON’S NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


from front page 


Wf this theory is correct, the outlook 
for the Left and for the peace movement 
is not encouraging. Elsewhere in this 
issue Malcolm Caldwell deseribes the 
despair of people in the Labour Left 
on finding that manifestos and paper 
gains at party conferences melt away 
when the purty gets into power. A 
siinilar kind of weariness is widespread 
in the peace and nuclear disarmament 
movement. 

The many people in these movements 
who have long since given up hope in 
the Labour Party may at this point, un- 
derstandably, be saying “I told) you 
60.” But for people in and out of the 
party, the problem is the same - how to 
further a really radical programme, 
based on a peaceful foreign policy and 
a different set of social priorities at 
home. Is there any point in expecting 
that the Labour Party would ever im- 
plement such a policy? Are the pressures 
from the US and the bankers too strong 
to prevent it? What kind of movement 
4s needed to press for it? Can the peace 
movement and the socialist Left and 
rowing current of anarchist thought 
earn from each other and help each 
other? 

On page 3 of this issue is an article 
about the chances for ordinary non- 
political people to take action for them- 
selves, where their own needs are con- 
cerned. Same people may fee] that this 
article goes too far in rejecting organised 
politics; but we fee] that this is one 


INDIA-PAKISTAN 
APPEAL 


Despite the UN appeal for a ceasefire 
between India and Pakistan, the situa- 
tien there at the time of our going to 
Press seemed even more dangerous, with 
reports of skirmishes between Chinese 
and Indian troops. 

Jn London, a group of Indians and 
Pakistanis have jointly a a to their 
governments for peace. Their appeal, is- 
aued on September 16, is as follows: 


“We Indians and Pakistanis are 
deeply distressed and shocked by the 
fighting between onr two countries. 
If it continues it will bring untold 
suffering to the people in the whole 
sub-continent, putting back economic 
development, perhaps for years, and 
raising the terrible spectre of com- 
munal sirife. 


“We urge both governments as a 
malter of utmost urgency to accept 
the following: immediate ceasefire; 
withdrawal of troops hy both sides; 
and immediate negotiations to secure 
the carly settlement of the Kashmir 
dispute hy peaceful means. 


* We are asking the High Commission- 
era for India and Pakistan to receive 
a delegation from us." 


The appeal is signed by 5. Mali trtjzaall, 
Rashid Karapict, Chowdhry Akhbar Khan, 
Tom Lal, Fazle Lohani, H. Mukherjee, 
Devi Prasad, Janaki Prasad and Chain 
Singh Salaria. No reply has yet heen 
received from the two High Commis- 
stons. 


area of thought and action which or- 
ganised politics have too long ignored. 
Questions like this, as well as other 
questions of political strategy, need to 
be discussed; and we are willing to open 
our columns to anyone who would like 
to take part in such a discussion. We 
are not suggesting that any group should 
compromise its independence; this is not 
a cunning manoeuvre to take anyone 
into or out of the Labour Party, or to 
launch a campaign of mutual recrimina- 
tion between people with different ideas. 
But whether you call it socialism, or a 
nonviolent society, or a Britain without 
the bomb, there is a real need for those 
who are disillusioned with the govern- 
ment to discuss their ideas of an alter- 
native. We will do what we can to serve 
this need. 


A PERSONAL COLUMN 


A highly placed cabinet minister of one 
of the non-aligned African states, with 
whom I was talking the other day, as- 
tonished me by declaring that the main 
obstacle to a settlement in Vietnam 
was China. He went on to say that the 
USA was desperately seeking some way 
in which it could withdraw with good 
grace, but that China's attitude was one 
of uncompromising belligerency designed 
to keep the USA and its imperialist 
and neo-colonialist allies in a situation 
of increasing embarrassment, and in- 
volving a maximum loss of face. 
¥ % 4 


The Porton demonstration last week 
raises the question whether such efforts 
are any longer worth the candle. Months 
of preparation led to the spectacle of 
about 106 or so demonstrators having 
perky exchanges with an assortment of 
police across a five-barred boundary gate. 
This was after the Porton area had been 
duly invaded, in defiance of sundry acts 
of Parliament, and after the demonstra- 


tors had been rounded up In army 
lorries and dumped outside the peri- 
meter. 


There was much toing and froing of 
senior pouee and army brass and con- 
siderable buzzing around of military 
helicopters, but no arrests and, it would 
seem, not a whisper of publicity after- 
wards. The great acquiescent spint of 
the age, which accommodates itself as 
urbanely to atom bambs as it does to 
bingo, finds no difficulty at all in ignor- 
Ing minor acts of civil disobedience 
directed against preparations for poison 
gas and germ warfare. 
* ¥ w 


One event of the afternoon was hilari- 
ous. An army lorry came slowly along 
the main read, and as it drew level 
with the crowd at the gate the cries 
within indicated the presence of a num- 
ber of prisoners, As they called out, the 
suldiers made a screen with their bodies 
to prevent communication with the rest 
of us at the roadside. Then the lorry 
did a fatal thing. It stepped. If the 
anarchist contingent among the crowd 
had rehearsed what followed for weeks, 


British troops in Malaysia as a second 
line of defence against “ communism ” - 
this was stated by US Under-Secretary 
of State Geurge Ball on his visit to 
London three weeks ago. 

So far Wilson has accompanied unfailing 
support for every American move with 
periodic “peace” initiatives. TTe has 
supported the American extension of the 
war to North Vietnam seven months ago 
and the constant bombing raids ever 
since. He has supported the massive 
build-up of American troops in South 
Vietnam expected to rise to 250,000 
according to last Sunday’s Observer. He 
has supported the use of napalm, “ lazy 
doy” bombs, and “ defoliating ’ chemi- 
cals. He seems prepared to recognise 
whichever “ government” the American 
State Department, military staff, or CIA 
decide to back, regardless of how re- 
pressive or unrepresentalive tt is, while 
refusing to recognise either the yvovern- 
ment of Tio Chi Minh or the National 
Liberation Front. Recently delegates of 
the Front were even refused entry into 
this country to state their case. 

In this context it is not surprising that 
the trips by Gordon Walker and Harold 
Davies met with no response from North 
Vietnam. Nor is it surprising that the 
Commonwealth Peace Mission — failed 
when Wilson proposed to head it him- 
self, and when he put forward the 
idea immediately after the Foreign Se. 
cretary had defended the US military 
build-up in Vietnam with maximtuin 
publicity at the Oxford teach-in. 

lf the Lahour government really wants 
peace in Vietnam it would be a good 
start if they made and publicised a 
serious analysis of what has been and 
is happening there. Michael Stewart's 
speech at Oxford was striking for its 
lack of hisforical perspective ‘and fac- 
tual inaccuracies, which have been do- 
cumented in a commentary on his 
speech published by CND.* It was also 


striking for its crude and misleadil 
deseription of the war in Vietnam u 
tenns of " communist aggression.” 
In the Indian subcontinent the stupiuil 
of the oversimplified cold war approd® 
has been shown up for what it is? 


the sudden forced imposition of @ 
arms embargo on India and Pakistat 
Arms supphed for defence again) 


“communist aggression ” are being ust 
against a fellow member of the Cott 
monwealth. 

When applied to Vietnam, the « com} 
nist. azgression" theory is grotesque 
It ignores the history of the struge! 
ayainst French colonialism from 194% 
1954, the partition of the country dur 
this period, and the repressive nator 
of the Diem reyime, which drove it 
lectuals, peasants, members of religiO® 
sects, many of the hill tribes, and evel 
tually some of the Buddhists to arme 
resistance in self-defence, In these a 
cumstances, North Vietnamese aid to ™% 


National Liberation Front is searet! 
simple agyression. 7 
Whether by aceident or design, 1 


Vietnam war has been driven fron 
headlines recently, although the killi@ 
is still going on and the danger af | 
wider war still exists. We can hare 
look to the government to put it bse 
in the news out of choice, still less 
encourage discussion about it. Howey 
the Blackpool conference is a very RO 
opportunity for getting the war @ 
cussed; and the Campaign for Nuclei 
Disarmament deserves credit for orn: 
ising a daily teach-in during the oe 
ference. We hope the teach-ins get f 
widest possible support, and that 0% 
week is the starting-point for a rene¥, 
campaign to change the rovernmel 
foreign policy. 


“Vietnam Briefing - a commentary a 
the Foreign Secretary's Oxford spee! 
- by John Gittings and Ajit Singh. | 
| 


Chinese belligerency 


their timing could not have been more 
exact, or their aetions more co-ordinated. 
In a flash the further progress of the 
vehicle was barred by a crowd sitting 
in the roadway; meanwhile a= small 
group rapidly untied the ropes of its tar- 
paulin cover. Before the bewildered 
soldiers had time to grasp what was 
happening nearly all their prisoners had 
disappeared over the side, It must be 
seldom that anarchists so suecessfully 
outwit the military, and it must have 
appeared to many of them a complete 
vindication of their theories regarding 
the adequacy of spontancous organisa- 
tion. 


¥ * v 


In Paris the architectural heritage is 
cleaned up, wonderfully, by an enlight- 
ened ministry; private landlords are 
given tax relief to do the same, and 
ample floodlighting after dusk trans- 
forms the central area into a city of 
dreams. 


In London comparable buildings are de- 
molished. Despite all the protests, the 
tide of destruction of Georgian London 
sweeps On, preparing the ny for glass 
and conerete structures which could be 
Wellsian workhouses, which might be 
factories, but which invariably preve to 
be offices. Just now the vandals are 
busy in Charloite Street, and much of 
what is left of graceful town-houses in 
which lived Hogarth, Constable and, in 
a later period, Bernard Shaw, is disap- 
pearing to the wicked music of navvies’ 
sledgehamimers. As so often, Blake’s pro- 
phetic insight puts the matter in perspec- 
live: 
Degrade first the Arts if you’d Mankind 
degrade. 
Hire idiots to Paint with cold light and 
hot shade: 
Give high Price for the worst, leave 
the best in disgrace, 
And with Labours of Ignorance fill 
every place. 


yA written before these houses were 
built. 


It is odd, not to say alarming, that % 
government finds it necessary to pro’ 
one chemical after another which is P 
into our food. The latest substance 
fall under the axe is one called butyla 
hydroxytoluene (BUT). This is used 
prevent food going stale or rancid yi 
quickly, and after studying a repr. 
based on experiments with three gene) 
tions of rats the government has J, 
decided to ban its use altogether in My 
foods, and to reduce the permiss'y 


quantities in other foods by half. ‘i 
reasons are forthcoming to show tpi 
‘ 


the government has decided to take 
step; did the rats show signs of cance 
Or was it just a touch of lausem®) 
knee perhaps? Whatever the Cause 
would be interesting to know why 4 
can now be presumed to be safe 
danger if they are put on half rate, 
of BHT. One wonders indeed why! 
stuf! is employed at all when 4 
freeze techniques of food storage J. 
transportation are so widely used. ‘yy 
gress in these matters appears sof 
very slow and it may be another #&® 
ation (of humans) before the govern ri 
receives another report which [eal® 9}! 
to decide to abolish its use in fae | 


= 


toyether. 
s . a 
call 
jor 


r f 
Those who vo along looking for Pex | 


leads at the “ Do-It-Yourself" 
tion at Olympia are likely to be no 
pointed. It is of course confined 4 


rays 
entirely to the needs of the he 


about the house. What impresses UY gl! 
however, is the deplorable uglines® 9d 
many of the objects people are Pt 
or brainwashed into buying. One plicl 
showed doors which were exact re nee § 
of doors “in one of the stately be 
They were terrible. 


ep 


al 
We saw. only two instances of frst nt 
design, and neither was Britis. wit! 
first was a Swedish workbench “iq: 
looked capable of enticing 4 come he 
into becoming a carpenter aM jut 
second was a stand of Danish Mod ! 
(it arrives packed flat and you 
yourself), But the prices were [4" wv 
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The mystery of 


Labour’s 


defence policy 


Viewing the world only in terms 
of id-fashioned power — politics, 
resentful of the loss of empire, and 

increasing Influence of new 
Nations, they (the Conservatives) 
wae been mainly concerned to 

MId up a so-called independent 
hUsa nuclear power . . 

Che spread of nuclear weapons 
Fanhot lead to disarmament or to 
the thawing of the cold war, only 
a proliferation of nuclear arms 
tnd the heightening of tensions be 
{Ween Bast and West.” 

We are against the development 
Of national nuclear deterrents and 
Oppose the current American pro- 
bosal for a new mixed-manned ru: 
Clear fleet (MLI)." 

These quotes ure from Labour's election 
Manifesto. The speeches by Mr Wilson 
and onany Labour MPs castipating the 
Vonservative policy of the “ indepondent 
Ueterrent "pave an even stromper  lin- 
Pression that the Labour government 
Mtended tu abandon previons nuclear 
Dolicies, In fact it was quite common 
ta hear Labour MPs make the same kind 
Of points that CND was inakine in 1958. 
“0 what has happened since Labour gat 
yito power’ ‘The TSR2 was cancelled, 
toon purely economic “rounds. Britain 
SUN has a stockpile of atomic and hy 
oxen hombs, a V-bomber force. is 
Making Polaris submarines and is pre- 
fii a base for them. Lahour pledyved 
cl to renegotiate the Nassau agree- 
incl, but when Mr Wilson visited Wash- 
ton soon after the election he au: 
wenced that the Nassau agreement, 
nent by Britain goes on buying Polaris 
VSsiles from the USA, had not heen 
Uscussed, 

Wilson has gat himself off the hook 
4 cPPosing both an independent British 
veil and # mixed-manned NATO me 

“8r fleet hy putting forward his pro- 
The Atlantic Naclear Force. 
iho ANE, he proposed, should include 
the!) Of the British V-bomber force and 
Rn four British Polaris submarines, 
Rix. US) Polaris submarines, and a 
tibmanned force of — land-based 


Wess i : 
Would’ The British Polaris submarines 
( 


mSals for an 


hy 
or Missiles would be subject to 
ANP by all participating countries. The 
Write was also to have an agreement 
insti nN into rt ta stop members dissem- 
mw AR nuclear weapons. 


a8 the independent deterrent in 
ah, While maintaining it in’ practice; 
re, “Hons mixed-manned farces on the 
ang (Nd transfers them to the land; 
Wins pp ven Makes a gesture towards 
Maing CMeral. So far, however, ANE re- 
ane 5 ik bright idea and nothing more, 
Bove, 'S not at all clear that the British 


h Ment is serious about it. 
0 


referring to 
kind of omixed-manned — and 
Whicw” armed element ar elements in 

the existing non-nuclear powers 
rake Part.’ Not surprisingly, | the 
iny wis do not regard the ANF as 
Mang (Her than the MLK, and the Ger- 
“Ver eek Of it with suspicion, The US 
Vert a, Ment allowed themselves to be di- 
‘ree, tM Pressing for a signed MLF 

“Neh by the end of last year by con- 


sidering the ANF as an alternative, bul 
~ ous the resuined Geneva nepotiahans 
show - they are still committed to some 
nuciear sharmng scheme. The onhy ad 
vantage of the ANE is fo Mr Wilson 
himself, as it has helped to confuse the 
publie and Labour supporters  ahout 
what on earth Labour defence policy is. 
Phe reversal of Labour’s declared policy 
lo abandon the independent deterrent 
while if ds an interesting exerelse in 
political cynteisin, 18 nol particularly 
startling. Phe ANE “solution” was im 
plicit in Labour's deehired potiey of 
support for NATO ond the nuclear de- 
lerrent. fiefeed the election manifesta, 
which conbined striking phrases with 
prudent practioal proposals. stated 
“We believe in the infer-dependenc 
of the Western Alliance ard with put 
forward constructive propos! 
tegralina all NATO's muchear w 
under effective political contral 


sO that 


Ut the partners in the AlHanee have 


& proper share in their deployment 


and control,” 


The record of {he Labour gowanment 
In late surely indicates that CND was 
right in declariny that only a poliey 


Which repudiated the whole concept of 
NATO ond nuclear deterevence  coiutd 
make abandenment of independent 
bonibs an effective step tuwards disarm 
ament, Any scheme for nuclear shiriti 
s dependent on the other arembers of 
NATO and is closely tied np with 
scssiments of national military and poil- 
tical advantage; henee any multiluteral 
echeme is Hkely to break up inte a series 
of independent miclear forees, 

Phe subsidiary role of the nomdissemina- 
fron agreement within the ANF is sym- 
halie of the pyovernment's attitude to: 
wards disarmament in’ general. The 
Minister for Disarmament has been 
Hinited to making arms cantrol proposals 
within the framework of defence poly 
Hf this meant that arms contral consid 
emuoens were shaping defence policy 
this would be a real step towards dis: 
armament, Bui so far aj} the evidence 
suggests that arms contral is subordi- 
nate to military policy. The British pov 
ernment’s draft on halting the spread of 
nuclear weapons allows for a multihiteral 
NATO nuclear force, which is not only 
a dubious way of preventing the spread 
of nuclear weapons within Europe, but 
is likely to look to the rest af the world 
hke an attempt to perpetuate an Ameri: 
can-European military predominance, 
While denying moclear power to the 
African, Asian aud Latin American 
countries, 

The Geneva negotiations have alse pro- 
vided a small but revenling Whaistration 
of the degree to which British policies 
are dependent on American reactions. 
When the Soviet delegation put forward 
their plan twa weeks ago for ending ut 
derground nuelear tests, the British 
delegation gave it a warm welcome. The 
US delegation then publicised a chilly re: 
eeption of the plan; upon whieh Lord 
Chalfont told a press conference that he 
did not think there were any hasic 
differences between the British and US 
reactions, although there were differ- 
ences of expression (The Guardian, 
September 10). 
“First and foremost will come our int 
tiative in the field of disarmament. We 
are convinced that the lime is opportune 
for a new breakthrough in the disarma- 
ment negotiations .. 2 Labour Election 
Manifesto. 


April Cartey Is an editor of the quarterly 
jaurnal. Our Generation Against Nuclear 
War. She ls a former staf! wember of 
Peace News. 


for in 
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Chemical and biological warfare 


THE DEAD 
WEAPONS 


While the Geneva conference dis- 
cusses pans for controlling the 
spread af nuclear weapons, ieclf at 
limited objective, vovernments do 
nol even bother to lachide ekemical 


and bacteriological weapens — is 
they disarmament proposals, 
Meanwhile, research into (hese 


weanons coniinaes, The following 
article is abridged fram a recent 
pammlilet, “ Conspiracy of Silence,” 
published by Honsmans and fhe 
Hlamipstead Group of the Coniumit- 
tee of TOO (price 4s, obtainable 
from Honsmans Bookshop, 5 Cate 
dlonian Road, London N.f). 

Chemical and hlologieal warfare present 
the gravest dangers te maiutind. There 
igs no defence and the problems of in- 
spection and control present the greatest 
ditlicuities, 

The dangers af proliferation are greater 
than with nuclear weapons. Chemical 
and biological weapons are tiich cheap. 
er to produce, making then easily avail 
able tu smaler nations. 

Britain's C and Eo research is anainly 
carried aut at Morton in Wiltshire. There 
is at least one other establishment in 
this country so secret. that it has never 


heen mentioned in Parliament or the 
press. 

Chemical weapons 

Cheinical weapons (gases) may be 


adapted to the normal detivery methods 
sheh as missile wirheads, bombs and 
artillery shells. They can also be sprayed 
trom tow flying aircraft or helicapters 
of propagated by an serosal wrist - a site 
pension af very fine particles too savall 
to be seen through a microscape. 

The effects of ewpagure la fases vary 
from Jrrilation and vernting to almost 
instant death, On the batilefield a gas 
shel or hombh has a far greater casualty 
effect, weight far weaght, than ordinary 
hgh explosive. 

For protection aginst pss, a problem 


RIES 


of idestification elses. ‘Phe right Rtuer 
for a fas ask cannot be sebeerte wrt 
fhe vas ts identided, by whieh time it 
Wb have laken ottect Tf several gyseg 
ate used, Gach vequiring oa different 
filler, even frogs who have sou pra 
tecbun on dead wali fine it sane 
fo cope. 

The mamifachine of taxic ehenieals does 
not require the conrpligated cheineerog 
am sclentific provesses teeted For nie 
cleave Weapons: o chemical plant of the 
type used an the bisecdicide  fotitetryt 
is al} thatas mended. Many aniall nations 
are thus able ta produes these weapons, 
Dne to this ease of raamufaeture, Ht ix 
extremely unlitely that uny  interug: 
Liagal inspection systen) woald be prac 
tieakle 


Bielagical weapons 

Mioliieal apents miny be apread by pi. 
sects, hy food or waler comlantinatian, 
hy contagion, or by alr distributlon, 
Yhey may be used eHher directip by 
means of lougerange delivery systems 
such as homibs ar roekets. or secretly vic 
troduced inta a country by saboteurs. 
GF {hose weapons, the most deadly ts the 


hotwlinous faxin, only 8d aynede af 
which, assuming perfect dixtedution, 
weukd be enough to kill everyoue an 


earth Tt was expected that this toxin 
wouki be used in the fied Vi avtacke, 
and in 1457 Major-General Brock Clits 
holo, the Uirecturthneral of the Royal 
Canadian Medival Roni who hooditte the 
first Directartieneral ef the Wari 


Heath Organisation, revealed thal the. 
Garmans could have kiikal miubong af 


peaply in this way within siv hours, 
“and there would be nothing, repeat 
nothing, Unt we could do about ae? 


Again the same problems of protection 


nad contrad aria. 

Britain's part 

Britale’s choimieat and bialagicat war 
establishments al Portan employ abayt 
110 people (the setual 
sonditions. ‘Phe work includes researe 
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G& Peace News September 24 1965 


The mena behind the flowers: the 
platform at the Brighton Trades 
Union Congress listen as Lord 
Collison (standing) delivers his 
opening speech, On these two pages 
Malcolm Caldwell describes how it 
was impossible to get the govern- 
ment White Paper on Common: 
wealth iminigration discussed at 
the Congress, and Hamza Alavi 
warns: “Hf racialism driumphs, the 
Labour Party camiot survive.” 


Mamza Alavi 
Immigration 
and 
racialism 


“Racialism does vot threaten the 


So 5 ep pe a teeny 


ees 
eS eae ho ae a a ENE, 


1 ee 
{0 emer net | 


immigrants aloae,” writes Tanvra 


Alavi, a member of the Campaign Against Racial Diserimination, in 
this article. “Hf ravialism triumphs, the Labour Pariy cannot survive. 
Racialism threatens to desirey the values of a progressive and en- 
lightened society.” Yet, he points out, the “ sovernment’s Immipradon 
White Paper is a blatant surrender to racialist pressure.” 


Ragialism ranks with the ineomnes policy 
as one of the most challenging questions 
before the British labour movement. to- 
day. Yot the full imaplications of the 
dehate on iminigration for the futore 
of British polities are insufficiently 
realised. 4 curious mixture of cynicism 
and pretence relegates problems which 
are thought to affect only immigrant 
communities into the background: the 
jrmigrants are marginal to the arith: 
metic of the voting game. 


The government’s inmnizration White 
Paper is a blatant surrender to racialist 
pressure, Apart trom imposing a ceiling 
a coloured immigratton while leaving 
jimmigration from the white Common: 
wealth ia practices unrestricted, it has 
nothing to offer exeepl harsh measures 
which will cause extreme and unneces- 
gary hardship for coloured immigrants, 


For example, children between 160 and 
1B owill no Jonyver he allowed fo reunite 
with their parents here, Mven in the 
case Of a wife and children under 16 
years, immigration officers are to be 
#iven arhithary powers “ta apply strict 
tosis af eligibility’! Relatively, (he num. 
hors affected in these categories are very 
amall. But the hardship imposed in the 
individual cases affected will be im- 
weasurahle. The ebject of these and 
other proposals in the White Paper can 
hie nothing more than to show to iliberal 
sections of the public that the pgovern- 
nient means to he tough on immipzrants. 


Students will be allawed in only for one 
year in the first instance, Thus they 
wil be subjected to the worry and an- 
certainty of obtaining an extension to 
enable thera fo continue with heir 
course Of studies, 


Tinmigration oMicers are to be given ar. 
bitrary powers to impose conditions on 
those who are allowed in, including re 
“istration with the police, to whom the 
mmipront omnast at all times notify 
changes in his address or place of en- 
ployment. 

Finally, the Home Serretary is to haye 
arbitrary powers to deport immigrants 
if he “considers the public interest to 
require it’" - and there is virtually na 
appeal. At present, a deportation order 
van be made by the Home Seeretary 
only upon the recommendation of a 
eourt in the case of an immigrant who 
has been convicted of a crime. The new 
proposale thraw all principles of the 
rule of law averboard and expose im. 
Migvants to the arbitrary decisions of 
officials. 


Jn the face of such proposals, one can 
hardly take seriously the plows senti- 
ment which prefaces the White Paper, 
namely that the government's policy 
seeks ta “secure for the immigrants 
and their children their rightful place 
lo our society.” 

What positive policies does the White 
Paper have 1a offer 1a resist and defeat 
racialism? Those concerned with Labour 


Party policy in this field) appear to 
proceed on the assumption that the ex- 
tent of racial prejudice is determined 
simply by the mumber of colaured im- 
migrants who come to Britain every 
year. They appear to have concluded 
that they must defer to the pressure 
of racialist Opinion on this question, 


“Much as the prejudices are to be 
deplored, they will not be ended... 
by the pretences that they do mot 
exist... They are the product of a 
fear that chronically inadequate wel- 
fare and social services will become 
intolerable if shared wilh neweomers 
. Without Hinitation integration is 
impossible.” 
So writes Roy Hattersley. The White 
Paper argues that the presence of in- 
Migrants om this country  “ eredtes 
various social tensions ” and pretends to 
justify further restriction of immunize: 
tion so that it “does not outrun Bri- 
tatn'’s capacity ta absorb then. This 
line of argument cannot stand up to 
serious inquiry. 


The yrowth of racial prejudice in recent 
years has been the outcome of racialist 
propaganda. Shortages of houses or 
maternity beds or school plares are 
attributed simply to the additional de- 
mands made by immigrants, The implt- 
vation is that Wo only the tamiprants 
were not here, these social problems 
would be significantly cased. Raetalism 
feeds on deep socinl discontents and 
translates thom into prejudice, But the 
racialist explanations of social problems 
do not meet the faets, and, when the 
government dgnores the facts about the 
causes and the real nature of these 
problems and speaks of limiting immi- 
gration sa that if “does mot outrun 
Britains capacity toa absorb them,” it 
confirms racialist propaganda and fosters 
prejudice. 


In the fleid of housing, for instance, the 
shartage most acutely fell is that of 
rented aceommiadation. This has been 
infensitied by the fact that the proportion 
of loval authority buiuiding was reduced 
from 82°) of the total under the Labour 
eaverniment in Wot to a mere $60 after 
the Tories gave free rein to the specu- 
lative builder. The worst aspect of the 
housing situation is the faet that the 
condition of private rented accommo- 
dation has tletertorated seriausly - pri- 
vate Jandiords have cease! to provide 
rented accommodation (exeeph ino the 
Juxucy class) and doa not maintam exist. 
ing accommadation in good repair. 


The pressure on such accommodation Is 
most acute im those regions of the 
country which are experiencing rapid 
eeanomic vrowth. In the Joealities in 


these areas which fend to reeeive 
people on the move, the immigrants 
compute with other newcomers for 


accommodation, But even bere, as the 
Milner Mfoland report has areued, the 
numbers are determined by the scale 


on which eniployinent in the areca ex- 
pands. Uf colomred immigrants were ox. 
chided their place would be taken by 
others indeed raigration from differ- 
ent parts of Britain itsely far oulwetyhs 
immigration from abroad. 


ff factories are built they must be 
manned and offices must be staffed. As 
employment vrows a whole parapher- 
nahia of an urban community must grow. 
It is that which determines the pressure 
on housing in such areas, The answer 
lies im building more of the required 
kind of houses (i.e. Joeal authority 
building) and in attrueting industry back 
to the decaying areas of the North and 
Seotland. [ this is done, the pressure 
in the Midlands and the South-Bast will 
be eased. keeping out coloured inimi- 
grants will solve nothing, 


What racialist propaganda omits fo 
mention is the positive contribution be- 
ing made by inmmigrants in easing the 
problems which they are blamed with. 
The stock of housing in) Britain in- 
creases by three per cent every yeur. 
A substanttal proportion of labourers in 
the building industry - especially skilled 
craftsmen - ure coloured immigrants. 
The immigrants, who are less than two 
per cent of the population of the coun- 
try, are forced to live in’ extremely 
overcrowded conditions. Tr may well be 
that they occupy less than one per cent 
of the available housing; ie. a good deal 
less than what they help to construet 
every year. 


The same argument applies in other 
fields. The demand on maternity beds 
in hospitals has been mainly due to the 
inerease in birth rates and the fact that 
the housing conditions of many young 
families deprive them of the opportunity 
to have delivery at home. The main eause 
of the shortape has been the govem- 
ments failure ta expand hospital facili- 
ties to keep up with the increase in 
demand, As for the iminigrants, it is 
ihe immigrant doctors and nurses whe 
have made it possible for the peaple of 
this country to have even the number of 
hospital beds which they da have now, 
Without immigrants working in the hos- 
pilals, there would be chags. 


The immigrant is far from being a lure 
den on the community. The majority of 
lmmierants are people of workin age. 
By their labour and by manning crucial 
sectors of the ecanomy, they make an 
important contribution to the prosperity 
of Britain. By contributing to dynamie 
growth, they keep apen more’ jobs than 
they oecupy. 


The answer to those people wha suc. 
cumb to prejudice heeause they mis- 
fakenly beleve that Uamigrants are the 
cause af thelr social problems is to 
tell them the truth which will dispel 
theiy fears; not to launch info a debate 
on immigration contro) which only seems 
to conlirm their fears, 


The government has only talked ahout 
* Britain's capacity to absorb" immi- 
grants, It has nol acted as if there was 
any real concern about the overall num- 
her of Immigrants. No ceilings are tm- 
posed on the influx of the Irish or those 
fram the White Commonwealth or the 
number of work permits issued te aliens. 
These graups together constitute over 


(00,000 immigrants a year. ‘That ts ee 
it is so dificult to take seriously ae 
show of careful calculation which te 


government put on hefore degidils 
whether the issue of entry vouchwys a 
Commonwealth citizens should be fxet 
at 8,500 or 10,000 or none at all. 


Limitation of numbers is not a precou 
dition of integration, On the contrary. 
The debate on immigration control itse! 
contributes to the vrowth of prejudice. 
The necessary precondition for iniest? 
lion ig a national leadership which 1 
prepared to challenge and refute racla™ 
ist propaganda. We need a government 
whieh will create a favourable chima a 
of opinion to ensure the suecess of tht 
work of those who are engaged through: 
out the country in helping the Jaca 
community to overcame parochial fear 


make no difference. So 
people of this eountry are 
believe that their problems are dite © 
immigrants, even if immigration ‘i 
stopped altogether, the mere sight 
Wack faces in the Uligh Street will bt 
enough to keep prehidice alive. 


The other condition necessary for vA 
fealing prejudice is effective and con 
prehensive legislation against rach 
discrimination. Discrimination is ofte? 
practised even by persons who are, ont 
themselves prejudie¢ed, and this int ines 
breeds prejudice, A publican or 4 Jand 
lady discriminates against coloured ee 
tom often not because he or she hat 
any objection personally, but because 
is assumed some white custamers Ny 
have, This helps discrimination to Bf 


and establishes social norms of keep. 


ay 
out the coloured man. Mast people take 
the easy course and conform, The prac 
tice of discrimination becomes pene 
and is rationalised inta prejudice, Lees 
lation against discrimination would me "4 
with a very large degrees of voluntary 
compliance hecause discrimination wou 
no Jonyer be the easier way out. 
limiting discrimination, legislation Wt 
limit the “ edueative ” effect af diserl 
nation which breeds prejudice. 


ouid 
ae 


The task before the Labour Purl 
to vive the leadership the nation NOC 
Racialism does not threaten the HM, 
grants alone, [f racialism winraphs, bo 
Labour Party cannot survive, Rael 
threatens ta destroy the values & 
progressive anid enlightened soc! 
Moreover, in’ a multi-racial worl , 
threatens to isolate Britain and venice! 
mine the interests of a nation» the 
must Hve lay lis commerce Wit Oy. 
world. An attack on racialism, YY oy 
posing the trne causes of Beitai’s 1 “on 
problems which laday are blames wa 
the iminigrants, will also apen Me, oft 
for a fresh and effective onslaue’ 65, 
Tory policies and for an artyanes 
wards socialist policies. 

ave 
The Labour Party Conference will} re 
the way for a fresh advance V ; 
jects the immigration ite aueine 
commits the Labour Party Lo ie patio 
effective and comprehensive Jes mA 
againal racial diserimination ant. oi ge 
all, calla upon its Jeaders to outs 
the leadership which Pritain Wes 
this important questian. 
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Maicolm Caldwell 


How is one to account for the pre- 
Sent total demoralisation and disar- 
Tay of the British Left? Pablic 
Ppinion on a number of issues. - 
j Vietnam, overseas bases, economic 
Danning -is running stronely in it: 
favour, Inside Parliament a re- 
Markable spectrum of Labour MPs 
from Reginald Pavel and deroms 
Pray through to the SO or so anti- 
Mherialists, are critieal of ihe 
Sovernment and would support a 
Coherent alternative Straten 
Which is not only much more prin 
“pled but also highly practicsl and 
Malistic. Yet pessimism and de- 
eatism have not been so rampant 
M the Left since the last war. 
Hi the Heal Brighton TUC the Labour 
Pini ok ae ee tt 
wheedlea ee pores alae 
Comes policy ig Si ee ue ne is. 
bl ‘ 'y vote with a shameless dis- 


| 
| 
| 


Bee oes gut histrionics. The 

i ota dom ouched on the 1 eal issue 

iutitit d namely the Injustice and 

atta he of starting © planning” with an 

oa on wages without unposing im- 
restrictions, 


control on capital 
Ea, ments: and 80 on. Still, the Right 
“Med satisfied that the result, however 
Caningless, went their way, 


The Vietnam resolution was killed stone 
ead by an amendment deleting the 
qricial phrase calling for the withdrawal 
f all foreign troaps and hases. What 


that discretion 


Mr Wilson) have accomplished he 


inte the Landscape. 


beginning of a strategy. 


‘alist red seeiarlan also. 


FT IN D 


Where is the Left? 


Perhaps the most truly amazing thing about the post-Octeber situation 
Is to be found in the beealmed tranquility of Labour's back benvhes. 
After the storms of the unilateralist campaign perhaps the largest lett 
intake into any Parliament since £945 has appeared, unly to discover 
is rather the more respousible part of valour, The 
leaders of the traditional left, Anthony Greenwood, for instance, were 
wisely co-opted by Mr Wilson into peripheral complicity in bis arrange- 
ment. Their behaviour has been scandalous. Whether Mr Greenwood 
has gained a final victory over the schoolchildren he gassed ju Bahrein, 
as they threatened to undermine the East of Suez design, i is tea early 
to say, What does, however, appear quite clear is that he has finally 
routed and Hauidated his own conscience. Perhaps this is the most 
significant political vietory Mr Wilson has seored; he has benunibed, 
confused, and outwitted the Jeft ina manner that outbids the most higarre 
Predictions of the most hostile oppeneats af that grouping. Perhaps 
the fact that the government had its own left eover has given other 
Members of Parliament pause. With very few honourable exceptions, 
the Parliamentary left has bought every dud peace mission, every huax 
and placebo that has been offered. 
through the lobbies is a significant case in point, If Mr Galtskell had 
attempted such manoevres as those which Mr Brown (and presumably 


every platform in the land. Instead of raising hell, the left has melted 


The significance of this must not be underestimated, Had the lett 
Spoken out, the constituencies would by new be in a turmoil. The 
Unions are already full of bewildered, often bitterly disappointed men. 
At the focal level, the party preserves its peace, because loyalty ix the 
lirst rationality of one who knows rightly that unity is strength, Mono- 
lithic in its piety, the traditional left leadership defers to that peace, 
as if it were the ultimate in political wisdom. In fact it fs the reverse. 
{ff there were any hope for Mr Wilson, it would fie in an outery from 
the Labour movement. Only the strongest pressures from his supporters 
Could prevall aver the ruthiessly impfacable logie of the bankers, which 
Erows more persuasive each day as the vacuum left by its applieation 
Yawns wider through the party. if anyone had spoken earlier, perhaps 
he first fatal steps might have been turned aside. But ‘Hf is no 
answer: the problem of the left was not shortage of force, lack ef num- 
bers, or even laek of faith or goodwill, What the left lacked was any sense 
of programme, any notion ef the direction of events, any first faint 


Not the slightest attempt bas been made hy the overwhelming 
Majority of MPs to do anything af all te mebtlise external pressare ou 
the government. For years more and more of Parliament's prerogatives 
have Passed away from it: ta the hands of banks and oligarchies, ta 
the exeenutive, to the international organisations, and of course through 
them to Washington. In a world in which their leaders were hemmed in 
and surrounded by such hostile forees, ane would have thought that 
MPs would have sensed the need to mebijise seme effective coanter- 
Valling power at the grass-roots. Not so. The only significant demon- 
Stration of socialist activisix, that on Vietnam, was carefully banded 
Over to Me Wilson by its parliamentary spokesmen almost as a thanks: 
offering for his piddling peace mission, 


Recriminations are the very last thoughts that Uhis sad histery should 
Mspire: there but for the grace of the polls goes every last fundamen- 


+ Ken Coates in * The Week,” August 26 


Wao deft was Ultle taore than a sentence 
or two oon the theme that peace would 
be nice. On this evidence, the Left can 
hardly look forward to the Blackpool! 
Conference with any great enthusiasm 
or confidence 


The castration and 
Vietnam oresohiion dy 
particularly disappointin: 
Congress delesates had 
dopted a resolution ealling 
antiad cuts im British aris expend 
ture. Many zvod speeches were made 
In this debate. Delegates did nat seem 
to appreciate that it doesmt muke sense 
to vote for a significant reduction in 
British arms spending and then vote in 
support of American workt strategy, ‘Uh 
only Way Britain can slash defence out- 
luys is to free herself from American 
thrall, and the starting puint of this 
process must be condemnation of the 
completely unjustifiable US actions in 
Vietnam, Ho the lahour movement cannot 
aceept that, there is no point In mouth- 
Ing plous nothings about reduciiy spend 
Ing on guns and planes in order to build 
more houses «and schoals. As long as we 
wive Ameriea sycophantic and unques 
tionine support in her allegedly anti- 
copnnunist design of establishing and 
mnuntaining warld hegemony, then we 
will be called upon to make our contri- 
bution. 


frustration of the 
the Haught was 
Barlier dn the 
UTmennuusly 
for sth. 


After the widespread and exciting up- 
surge of public action on Vietnam 
throughout Britain it was disappointing 
to see such thneserving, My own im- 
pression after countless meetings up and 
down the country in the last few manths 


The flight of steel nationalisation 


would have been denounced from 


is that there is a very great measure 
at public diseust at) Amerteun callous: 
ness i Vrelrnam, and at Britisd backing: 
for Ameria whatever wickedne she 
perpetrates or contemplates 

On Peace dn Vietram Committees, trade 
uigenists have played oan haportant 
port. Vad the ‘PUC passed) the resolu: 
tion as it stood, that i eadlmig for the 
withdrawal Gf forereu forces, it) would 
have done no tore than reflect Beytish 
public apimien, Mareaver, the vote wie 


a depressins commentary on the effse- 
tiveness of all the (une and enerys 
spent exphaning the Vietnam issne; 


surely delepates appreciated that Wois 
the National taberation Front and not 
the US and ber Saigon puppets that re. 
present Vietnamese trade  unfonisin? 
Didn't they Know what the American 
and Saivon military fiave done to the 
unions in South Vietnam? 

Another depressing feature of the Con- 
uress Was the lack of interest te the 
government White Paper on Comimon- 
wealth Immigration. A CAR) represen- 
tative told us that he had been unable 
to find a single delevale willing ta speak 
out against this obnoxsaus and racialist 
document. We saw fraternal delegates 
from America and Canada welcomed 
with fulsome simulated bonhomie. No- 
body, though, would get up and say that 
solidarity is indivisible. The brotherhood 
of man does not mean the brotherhood 
of the wlate man, 


Mr Wilson clearly has nothing to fear 
if he can repeat the Brighton perform- 
ance at Blackpool. His achi¢vement is 
staggering. Jie has blatantly trodden en 
the very core principles of socialism, and 
with apparent impuuty. He looks for 
ward contidently to the future - his own 
pohtieal future. What is his secret? 


Tt was the swiftness with which Wilsen 
moved afler the election which took the 
Left campletely by surprise and gave 
um an sdvantage which he has retained 
ever sinee, Having made an initial and 
absolute commitment to Ameriea and all 
that that entailed in the way of military 
expenditure and home restrictionism 
and deflation, Wilson has simply carried 
if all through with the calculated skill 
and ruthlessness of a great political ep- 
portunist, His volle face on so many 
important points, his quick and decisive 
serapping of so many election pledges, 
threw the Left on to its back and took 
its breath away. ft has heen virtually 
prone ever since, give or take a twiteh 
or two. Befare the election paene gave 
a thought to the possibility that Wilsen 
night aboutturn on his promised pro- 
gramme, the swift fait accompli caught 
everyone napping amd was so incredihle 
that the fall implications have taken a 
long timo ta penatrate. 


Wilson quickly recognised that his ting 
inajority gave him tremendous - almost 
tatal power aver the Parliamentary 
Libonr Party. Nobody is prepared to 
take the responsibility of raising the 
dagger and plunging it home. Tle ean 
afford to tenore the oulside protest 
movements because they pose no threat 
lo hia power. By the time the next elec 
tion comes the wave uf present protests 
may, with lnek, have receded somewhat. 
Vhe economy miht conceivably be in a 
“go” phase, ard the Tories have pravert 
how, powerful an election winner this 
ean be, 


What has afflicted the Left in this 
situation is an enormous weariness. All 
the hard and bitter struggles during 
Labour's rate spell in opposition, 
strugules whieh slowly and painfully had 
seemed to yield positive results, have 
gone for naught. The Left ia virtually 
back tn square ons, and thera must be 
many who cannal face another time the 
grinding thankless pull, whieh yet again 
may turn out tp be a Jabaur of Stayphus. 
Whatever programme may he * wan,” 
there is ono giarantea dhaft another 
leader night not come along, champion 
HM, win power on il, and then diseard 
He 

The Lat is alsa dispirited by tha tavela- 
tion uf the muaxnitude of the gap be-~ 
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AY 


tween the whole world autlook of fh: 
featershyy and ifs awn, ‘Phere seems 
litte common ground. ‘The bebo 
Vstablishment’s analysis of the iter 
vational seene im the sevond badly of thy 
Sixties enables at ta condone ard en 
courage the “Jahnsan doctrine of sip: 
pressing popular risings by force where 
ever they occur ain the world; to conduct 
colonialist policies so bintant that tres 
eal duwn the condemnition of the 
United Natious: and toe siam the daar 
chut in the faces of the Commonwealth's 
Asian poar. ‘There is no inldhng of any 
understandings of the nature of the re 
volutianary process which is at work 
throughout the third wortd or of what dp 
required to ease its peacerul fulfilment 


There is something peculiarly frustrating 
about the present crisis on the Left. 
Aside from the satisfaction of espaaaing 
the course which accords uUsost closely 
With socialist anarality, there is also 
the knowledge that the Left alternative 
to Wilsun's hodte-podgse of Tory panuet 
as holds out much better prospects of 
retting the economy inaving, and uf 
appealing to the electorate af the same 
tinie 


The British people seem increasingly 
ready to shed the last shabby vestiges 
of neo-colonial military adventurisin 
overseas and to embrace a“ Swedish” 
solution, the implementation of which 
would free resources for a self-pampar 
ing surge ahead of living standards. 
There i a vast reserveic of antl-Amert- 
cantsm, much of it admittedly for dis- 
creditable reasons, bat this watild power- 
fully back a Grilish governinent cour: 
ageaus enough to declare itself inde- 
pendent of the US. Bol radical stepa 
would, if is true, be neetled. cutting 
deeply into the privileges of the City 
and risking (he vindictiveness of roter- 
national finauee, But they would have 
an imaginative appeal totally lacking in 
Wilsors Americandictated stop-gaps. ts 
this all a dream. a mirage? Will the 
Wilsons and Uealeys and Breens and 
Stewaris eull be there a hundred years 
from today? 


Maleolm Cahlwell is a lecturer at. ihe 
School of Oriental and African Studies. 
He is a regular contributer te Peace 
News. 


CHEMICAL WAR 


from page 5 


inte about 40 {ypes ef inicro-urgantsal, 
including eholera, typhits, preumnanic 
plage, polio, dysentery and anthrax, 
and their means of dispersal and prapa- 
gation ‘The establishments have ther 
own fam, which supplies 05,000 animals 
a year for experiments, which take place 
without any possibility of inspection 
fron the RSPCA or_sintilar body, "Phe 
provisions af the 876 Cruelty to Ani- 
mats Act do uot apply at Porton. 
There have been three accidents in re- 
cent years al Porton. Tn ane of thent yu 
scientist died af the preumande plague: 
and sueh was hia apparent foar of tha 
Offielul Secrets Acts that he did mat re- 
veal that he had heen working an tiv 
eee until {t wis toa late te aave ils 
1k. 


Demonstrations and prapsganda by the. 


peace movement bave focussed publie 
alteniian on Porton, and the War Office 
‘has ullempted to improve the repute | 
of the establisiments by inviting care 
filly sereonet parties uf Journalists to 
see the defensive andl nanmilifary parts 
vt the research. The yest of tha work 
fumalyak secret, : 


There is na universai defence againat 


these weapans, and no test-lan treaty or” 


glare of world publicity to restrain apy 
fovernment from using them. Bat ean: 
terted action naw by all peaples and: 


all. scientists could stay ihese aweapana - 


being made, We wat urge eur govern- 
racnt tu renuunce the ew af these weap, 


ans und to slop work en them ab anes. "ee 


iT 
“4 
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Adrian Mitchell first began to make a 
name for himself a few years ago in the 
London-based poetry and jazz moveinent. 
He has published a highly original 
novel, /f You See Me Comin’, written the 
libretto for a one-act opera, The Ledge, 
which was produced at Sadler’s Wells, 
written a TV play, Animals Can't Laugh, 
contributed part of the seript for the 
Aldwych theatre's production of the 
Marat-Sade, and, most recently, he was 
encored at the Alhert Hall ‘ Poets of 
our ‘Times ” reading. 
Mitchell prefaces his first published 
collection of poetry, Poems (Jonathan 
Cape, 12s 6d), with a simple but pointed 
epigraph : 

Most people ignore most poetry 

because 

most poetry tgnoreé mtost people 
This straightforward statement points 
to Mitchell’s importance amid the 
acsthelically inbred, emotionally  de- 
populated “ unworld” of English letters 
today. There, at last, is a contemporary 
English poet who cares passionately 
about people, one who is neither 
ashamed nor afraid to stand up and be 
counted among the defenders of the 
human being: 

Nevertheless, crack-voiced UU sing 

For you, wha drink the generous light 


Roger Barnard 


Tull, fat as happiness, you sing 

Your gay, immortal appetite. 

! bring you air, food, grass and rain, 

Show you the breast where you belony. 

You take them all ane sing again 

Your human song. 

C' For My Son’’) 

His poetry acts as a caustic critical 
commentary upon an ordinary humdrum 
world of building sites and pubs peopled 
by basieally honest men who have been 
tricker! and fooled, men who have been 
diminished by the vast modern techno- 
logies we habitually and willingly accept 
in the name of progress. 

London, you hurt me. You're the girl 

With hair fresh-permed ane every curl 

A gold ring in its proper place, 

But spread across your poker face 

A net of scars. A dress of smoke, 

Your body an unfinished joke. 

I love you, but I cannot sing 

That money-splendoured hair is every- 

thing. 

Wor lve walked through the alleys of 

Poison Town, 

They led me up, they led me down. 

The colour of the air was brown, 

(* South Kensington is much Nicer.’) 
There is in this, and in much more 
of his work, something of that combi- 
nation of lyrical simplicity and radical 


Doreen Tanner 


CATCHING UP 


Maladjusted Boys, by Otto L, Shaw 
(Allen and Unwin, 28s). 


Otto Shaw is the founder of Red Hill 
School in Kent, a grammar school for 
the education and psychological treat- 
ment of maladjusted boys of very high 
intelligence. Most of the 55 boys come 
from unhappy homes, and many have 
been in trouble with the police, so that 
they have learnt to look on adults as 
eneinies, and the first aim of the school 
is to reinove their hostility. To this end, 
an authoritarian approach is avoided; 
there is no corporal punishment, and as 
much self-government as possible, com- 
mittees of boys being elected to make 
and enforce rules. As a demonstration 
of how this works, the report of a 
“Committee of Inquiry on Smoking” is 
quoted in full. By this means, boys learn 
the value of co-operation with their fel- 
lows and with adults 

Mr Shaw describes his psychoanalytical 
approach to the boys, those who need it 
being given a full analysis. He quotes 
many interesting case-studies of typical 
pupils, showing how they are helped to 
understand the causes of their problems; 
the self-knowledge they gain as a result 
generally succeeds in releasing the men- 
ta) blockage which has held up their 
educational progress. Psychological treat- 
nent is usually complete in ahaut two 
years, and after this most of the pupils 
begin to catch up on their school work; 
this delay means they tend to be some- 
what later than average in taking their 
Ordinary Level GCE, but when once 
they do hegin to make progress it is 
often so rapid that the Advanced Level 
can be taken the following year. Simi- 
Jarly, they are rather later than most 
hoys to make a decision as to their fu- 
ture vocation, but local authorities un- 
derstand this and co-operate to enable 
last-minute decisions to be made when 
necessary. Mr Shaw considers that be- 
fore a boy leaves he should have made 
a firm decision as to his future career, 
and be prepared for a good start in 
life, Since most of the pupils families 
are inadequate, the school continues to 
function as a “good parent” in the 
background of those who have left; 
former pupils keep in touch with mem- 
bers of the staff, who provide the friend. 
ly support and counsel in difficulties 
that would in normal circumstances be 
supplied by a family, 

One striking fact about this book is Mr 
Shaw’s own patient and compassionate 
attitude to hig pupils’ parents; difficult 


and. unpleasant as many of them eyi- 
dently are, he describes their problems 
with understanding and a lack of cen- 
sure which ts far from universal among 
those who devote their lives to helping 
disturbed children, but who often can- 
not accept disturbed parents as equally 
in need of their sympathy. 
The book concludes with an aecount by 
Ivor Holland of the educational work of 
the school, describing how the various 
subjects are tackled and what difficulties 
are likely to be found, the subject pre- 
senting, most initial difficulty to the boys 
being mathematics. Truly creative writ- 
ing with self-expression is of immense 
value, but is not easily achieved, while 
art is the medium through which nearly 
every hoy is able to obtain same release 
of feeling. This reviewer would, hawever, 
like to take issue with Mr Holland on 
his suggestion that the composition of 
music as a creative act of self-expression 
ig far more difficult and entails a high 
degree of background study and techni- 
cal proficiency. Some withdrawn and 
isalated children, who are unable to 
put thelr feelings into words, have been 
known to pour out a flood of simple 
but original and individual tunes and 
to find in this almost their only means 
of communication with others. As with 
art, the communication is “safe” be- 
cause wordless, and able to be received 
only by the few. The school has found 
that boys who are at first unable to 
accept the intellectual discipline neces- 
sary for the passing of examinations may 
come to do so because the enjoyment 
they find in these creative activities 
arouses the wish to perfect their tech- 
nique; by working at this to please them- 
selves, they come to realise the satis- 
faction of doing things well. 
Regular attendance at lessons and a 
reasonable standard of behaviour in the 
classroom are demanded of the boys, and 
with small classes and a friendly rela- 
tlonship between teacher and pupil it 
has not been found difficult to maintain 
an orderly atmosphere. 
Red Hill School claims the high success 
rate of 67%, with only 10% of the boys 
remaining absolute failures. One's 
strongest feeling on reading the book 
is regret that schools like this are avail- 
able for so small a proportion of the 
children who could benefit from them 
and who, without it, go on to fill our 
risons and mental hospitals and leave 
behind them another generation of un- 
satisfactory families and disturbed 
children. 


Noboay’s fool: 


the poetry 


Adrian Mitchell 


dissension one finds in the early Blake. 
It is this characteristic that serves to 
place Mitchell in the long line of proud 
and pecultarly “ English” non-conform- 
ists, a line that stretches from Milton 
to Orwell and is) perhaps England's 
most unique contribution to world 
literature, 
There, however, any resemblance be- 
tween Blake and Mitchell ceases, for 
Mitchell's frame of reference is very 
different from the personal world of 
myth and symbol within which Blake 
moved. Mitchell’s poetic landscape em. 
braces all the tatty idioms by which 
we pinpoint the tarnished values of 
contemporary urhan life: 
My mate was a dirty Iittle Fascist 
They shouted him down when he 
cursed the Jews 
And nobody recognised his patriotic 
motives 
Till he hired a man te explain his 
views, 
He got 
My friend the public relations man 
Your friend the PRO 
Your friendly neighbourhood public 
relations man 
(Enriched with nourishing marrow- 
bone jelly). 
(' So Don’t Feed Your Dog "5 
Thomas Gray once wrote that “The 
language of the age is never the lan- 
guage of poetry.” I don’t think this ap- 
plies to Mitchell. He is a poet who, 
without sullying his own art, can and 
does employ the language and means of 
contemporary social ideologies to criti- 
cise the valnes implied therein. At its 
most forceful, his poetry eries out to 
us - and I don't think this an over- 
simplification “Christ, Tads, you've 
been taken for a ride” 
You put your bombers in, you put 
your conscience vut 
You take the human being and you 
twist him all @bhout 
So scrub my skin with women 
Chain my tongue with ichisky 
Stuff my nose with garlic 
Coat my eyes with butter 
Fill my ears with silver 
Stick my legs in plaster 
Tell me lies about Viewitan 
(* To Whom It Muy Concern”) 
Mitchell sings with a “ public” voice, 
the voice of the wise street urchin: he 
is a songster with a Tin Pan Alley 
cadence, But for all that, his voice does 
not ring hollow. It is a warm, human 
voice capable of expressing a_ wide 
range of emotion. 
Writing recently in the New Statesman 
about a national policy for the arts, 
J. B. Priestley spoke of the need in 
England today for “bridge” artists - 
poets, painters, novelists and playwrights 
who possess the natural ability to appeal 
to intellectuals, other artists and the 
“man in the street.” 
That so wide a range of public acciaim 
can be gained without involving any 
sacrifice of artistic integrity was strik- 
ingly demonstrated by ‘the career of 
the French puet, Jacques Prevert, im- 
mediately following World War I. From 
my own personal observations and ex- 
perience I would suggest that Mitchell's 
work gives some indication ef the direc- 
tion in which any such development in 
English poetry might conceivably move. 
T have read many of his poems in publie 
to groups as diverse as Secondary 
Modern schoolchildren of all ares, 
college students, adult classes and fac- 
tory workers. The response was invari- 
ably encouraging. I know of no other 
English poet writing today with so im. 
mediately powerful and obvious an ap- 
Pea] to audiences of such highly dis- 
similar tastes, abilities and interests. 
When people feel they can no longer 
exercise any influence over the course of 
events, then massive damage is done to 
the self-respect and dignity of millions, 
though they may well be unaware of 
the fact at the time. Mitchell highlights 
this collective feeling of powerlessness, 
of a chronic inability to do anything in 
the face of impending nuclear disaster, 
in the the section of Poems entitled 
“ War.” He may do it by irony - 
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So I’ve taken amy bag from the langet 

And I’ve pulled it over my head 

And I'll wait for the priest to zip it 

So the radiation wow't spread 

Now fice million bags are six feet lond 

Five million are five foot five 

ive million are stamped with Mickey 
Mouse 


And they come ina smaller size. around 
(Fifteen Million Plastic Bags ”) Civilian a 
or quiet resignation - especially 
Singing, as she always must, ‘Tends 
Like the kitten-drowner with a houl- Subject al 
ing sack, the US 
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Open-eyed through the shallow dust | 

Goes the dust-coloured girl with achi 
on her back... 

When the bombs fell, she was sittid 
with her man, 

Straight and white in the family pete 

While in her the bud of a child grew 

The city crumbled, the deaths began. 

Now, singing as she always must, 

A refugee from a love turned black, 

Open-eyed through the rising dust 

Goes the dust-coloured girl with a 
ehild on her back, 


(° The Dust") of trainir 

The themes and methods of treatmemt| York Fri 
all coalesce to find their highest intensity The 1965 
of expression in the magnificient ame the Dart 
tragic pity of “Veteran with a Heat) Gsappoir 
Wound.” In this long and very moviné | Céived, 5 
poem, perhaps his finest and mo | ated ina 
highly-sustained to date, Mitchell rau! | Accordin 
through a series of brilliantly vivit he instit 
images that forcibly ram home to thé represent 
reader just how our modern-day powe turning 1 
structures operate on the individual : — ton cam 
In London, where the trees are fea, Was, how 
The oanners of the grass are raised. of whorr 
Peace w« 


Grass feeds the butcher and the beast 
But we conld conjure down a blaze 
Would scour the world of the colour 


action, © 
tyranny? 


green. It was t 
Por look, though the human frame is the trai: 

tough, Ment in 
Our state scratches itself in bed taviour 


And a thousand are pierced by Wl the actic 


fingernails. of intens 
It combs its hair, a thousand good a8 | had to b 
had Permane 


Fall away like dises of dandruff. i hose im 
For a moment it closes its cares’ | Of the y 

fist tottering 
And, keening for the warld of street of emot 


More sons of God whisper in jal Maining 
Where the unloved the unloved meet. OOk eve 
The days close round them like a ditty Ssciplin 
mist. 8anisers 
When death covers England like 9} about ar 
sheet SS and 
Of red and silver fire, who'll mourn He | during 
state, lished 
Though some will lice and some bet Tainees 
children Tom th 
And some of the children born in haté “f the g 


May be both lovely and complete? more 


Adrian Mitchell is nobody’s fool, th€ | Ff this 
man who will always want to tell tht | Bress. I 
world that the Emperor is withow accounts 


clothes. He holds a mirror to the Eng prents, 
land we find ourselves saddled wii 

today. For a split second we see 4 p) 
reflection of a calm, composed fa ere vy 
(“bland is how Mitchell descrihes t#& | ———— 
sae of our meee noe abow me) 
physiognomy of Sir Alec Douglas-Hom* 

Ts 18 the face of the England phuneey Cor 
in tourist ads. Then suddenly Mitehe” | We ano 
rips the smooth mask from this ref’ | on ine 
tion and we are confronted with av 

other face. This today, sadly enough Pi Posed f) 
the real poxy profile of your Alpe 


my Green and Pleasant Land, 


Septic Isle. | the thir 
England, unlike junior nations, i} ale De 
Wears officers’ long combinations: rin CIA 
So no embarrassement was fell | 46 Tene. 
By the Church, the Government of # spurts 


Crown. Sing, 
But 1 saw the Thames like a grubbu 

old belt "1 
And England’s trousers falling doW™ in | é 


(* Rememher Suet g 


- Sup; 
But there is another England © Pp 
Mitchell does believe in - the iengiate This | 
of Chaucer, Shakespeare and Bitte &mbe 
Millon and Wordsworth, Godwin i uf 
Defoe, Cobbett, Morris and Orwell, © Ppy 
whom had seme common vision of at it Hoy H 
England essentially was and WA 
could be, given the chance. mete. 
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‘Canadian school for non-violence 


Training for peace 


Hans Sinn writes. Training and school 
ing are rapidly becoming accepted as 
Welecaine and necessary preconditions 
Or peace action by many peace organ. 
Sations in many countries. The civil 
Nehts movement has long made iba 
Practice to send as many of its people 
43 possible to Freedom Schools as pre: 
Daration for field work. 

B Canada the Canadian Friends Service 
ommmnttec, has conducted for the past 
hree years a Training Ynstitute for 
Yon-wiglence at Grindstone Island, in 
Portland, Ontario. 


lhis year’s institute was jointly spon- 
fored by the American and Canadian 
‘Tends Service Committees. Ho centred 
‘round an exercise in non-violent 
“Wihan defence, in which the AFSC is 
"Specially interested, ‘The | American 
‘tends are preparing a book on the 
Subject and hope to be able to approach 
t@ US povernment with the idea of 
Non-violent civilian national defence as 
Possible alternative to military defence. 
Among the 45 participants of the 1965 
Training Institute, which lasted from 
uly 30 to August 8, were Donald Groam, 
field Secretary of the British Friends 
face Committee, who spent 5 years in 
India working with Gandhi and Vinoba 
Shave; George Willoughby, Director of 
he Upland Institute and a leader of the 
“ih Francisco to Moscow and Delhi to 
Poking peace walks; and Ted Olson, 
Christian minster and former director 
Of training in non-violence for the New 
‘Ork Friends. 
The 1965 exercise, in {he course of which 
Re participants experienced a crashing 
Gsappointment in themselves, was can. 
Ceived, prepared, executed and evalu. 
ated in an expert manner. 
According to the scenario, 32 members of 
Ne institute were to prevent six armed 
representatives of a military power from 
turning the ll-acre island into a deten- 
lon camp for its occupants. The question 
Was, how could and would people, most 
Of whom had years of experience in 
Peace work, including non-violent direct 
action, react to military occupation and 
tyranny? 
M was on this question that most of 
the trainees experienced a disappoint- 
Ment in their own reactions and he 
faviour. In the course of only 36 hours 
MWe action had reached such a degree 
Of intensity and emotional pitch that it 
had to be broken off for fear of causing 
Permanent psychic damape to some of 
those involved, As it was, a good portion 
of the participants on both sides were 
tering on, or already were in, a state 
of emotional collapse. During the  re- 
toning three days of the institute it 
ae every ounce of restraint and self- 
iscipline on the part of both the or- 
Ranisers and the participants to bring 
fut an onlerly and appropriate analy- 
aA and evaluation of the occurrences 
Wing the action. This job was accom- 
Plished at least to the point where the 
fralfiees were able to free themselves 
of the daze of the emotional impact 
! the 836-hours’ confrentation, 
of MOTE detailed evaluation and analysis 

this year’s exerase is slill in pro- 
based upon personal 
a reconstructed sequence of 
a 20-point questionnaire, logs 
t during the exercise and the obser- 
a tons of six umpires. 

lere was unanimous agreement as to 
eg tn en OE SRE eet? Sie aE 


Correction 


We apologise for a proofreading error 
Whi the front page of last week's issue, 
powett allowed two lines to ba trans 
mail from the fifth to the third para 
1, Ph ox the story, “Is the CIA behind 
7 Kashmir war?" The correct sense in 
oe. Uird paragraph is “|... when the 
tha’, Department denied charges agains! 

: CLA ... and in the fifth paragraph 
ren ‘If the American denial of the 
ie Urts was expected, it is also intri 
rath. As Mr Anant points aut in his 
Port on Tuesday...” 


¢' Tanounce war and { will never 4 
eae or sanction another 
§ pladge signed by each 
ember is fiebaais ‘of the Peace 
pede Union send your pledge to 
~~» Headquarters Dick moep rate 
1 


the value of contunuing and intensifying 
the fornns and methods of traming for 
peace action, as as practised by the 
Grindstone Non-violent Praiging  fnsti 
tute. Donald Groom decided on the spot 
to work for the establishment of « simn- 
lar uistitute in Brita upon dis return. 


Some results 


Without atlempting to prejudice the 
final report of the 1965 Grindstone In- 
stitute, whieh may not be available until 
later this year, some results appear 
to be evident. 


Non-violent national civillan defence ts 
a highly questionable, if qet outright 
impossible, idea. Jerome Frank, Profes 
sor oof) Psychiatry at) Johns Hopkins 
University, white favouring non-viclernt 
civilian defence, has pointed to the 
problem of its introduction in an article, 
“ Psychologieal Problems ino the Iebnii- 
nation of War” Gin the Peace News 
pamphlet, Corilian Delence). He writes, 
“ Acceptance oof non-violence — by 
Western nations would require 
chanves in atiitudes and values of 
the ainagnitude of the religious con- 
version of an individual or a. niajor 
revolution inside a country such as 
that which took place in Russia with 
the overthrow of czarism.” 
The Grindstone trainees were placed 
both by the scenamo and by their own 
attitudes inte the position of the pro- 


verbial camel trying to go through 
the eye of a needle. Tho fallure to 


successfully deal with the given siti. 
tion Jed a number of the participants 
to conelude somewhat hastily that non. 
violence was not adequate to the jah. 
On second thoughts if was agreed that 
although it may be impossible ta defend 
the nation state non-violently there 
might indeed be forms of human organi 
sation capable of dealing effectively in 
a non-violent manner with external or 
internal threat. There was a strong feel 
ing that less emphasis should be placed 
on the attempt to defend existing social 
structures and much more on the devel- 
opment of new ones 


A second and much more important 
feature of the exercise than the possible 
proof or @sproof of non-violent civilian 
defence as a viable alternative to a 
military posture was the fact that both 
sides ultimately failed fo keep up to 
a constantly changing situation, 


It was later clearly recognised by all 
participants that the (simulated) hlood- 
bath into which the exercise climaned 
could have heen avoided if only one 
side had heen able to keep abreast with 
the developing situation. In the final 
critical hour everybody lost toueh with 
the actual situation, and these whoa 
were still able to keep up were unable 
to communicate their understanding to 
the rest. In the end even seme of the 
umpires became so overwhelmed by the 
intensity of the prevailing mood that 
they failed to record and later on were 
unable to recollect what actually hap- 
pened. 


Hi is ironic that because of their skill 
and honesty the organisers and partici- 
pants of the Grindstone exercise were 
able to reereate on a small scale to- 
day’s actual global situation, and in the 
process they were forced ta face the 
fact thal they themselves were not ex- 
empt from the cardinal human failing: 
to be out of touch with reality. They 
became hung up on non-essentiala until 
the actual situation hit them over the 
head, and then if was too late. 

The 1865 training of people and testiny 
of ideas wt Grindstone has by goa meuns 
resulted in a clear understanding of 
what is in the final analysis essential 
or non-essential to peace, but it has un- 
doubtedly given the participants quite 
a number of invahiable insights inte 
themselves. Jt has alsa demonstrated 
that the peace movetnent might very 
well be still lot in non-essentials, of 
which if will have to rid itself in a 
process of trial amd error, To eit this 
process as short ag possible must be in 
everyone’s interest. 


A permanent centre 


Although it may not have bean possible 
some years ago, today, after the anti- 
nuclear and untiewar movement has gone 
through a lengthy neriod of ups und 
downs, there is a flare enough body of 
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experience available fo begin consciously 
experioenting dn and oo preparme for 
VanOUus Ways and methods of peace work, 
as Well as elimuinatine the mere un- 
realistic anes. 


Plans are beng contemplated to put the 


Grindstone Nonviolent Pranung tnsti 
tite on a permanent vearround basis 
rather than only a few weeks durin 
the stunmer, as an the past, : 
tis obvious that ina non-violent train 
ing inslitute not adh notions, concepts 
and hypotheses concerning peace and 
Don-violence Cam be put to the test 


Nor van it ever become aosatbstitute for 
field work and achial experience in day 
to-day peace work. Bul oo gs certain 


that «a good portion of the basie assump: 
Huts Of peace 


workers amid peace ai- 


Buntsalions could be pat fo the test 
before becoming pretinses of didiiduat 
or evolective aetion, di unay @luninate 


MUCH Utecessary error, disappaitimnent, 
midicule and resignation, whieh toa offen 


is the result of offermmye hall baked ideas 
inva Cluwisy mnaaner for publie eountimnp 
tion 


Ccrithestouwe 
aed he 
write ta: 


further details on the 
Institute ia veneral 
particular 


or 
Vraining 
(65 exervise in 
Miarray Thomson, Peace Padhucation 
Secretary, Canadian belends Service 
Committee, G0 Lowther Avenue, Toronto 
4, Ontario, Casatla, 


New peace offices planned 


in Norway 


mm | 


= meant EASE OD 


Nicholas Sins writes: Lars and Sanja 
Targen, wha opened the first poate 
attics (Fredskontaret) in Norway three 
years ago, are row secking to establish 
& central peace ofice in Oslo. This marks 
an important new stage in the growth 
of the peace office idea, and should 
help ta make the work of the existing 
peace affees on the west coast tore 
atfertive. 
The orighyal peace office in Stavanger 
was followed by one in Bergen a year 
later, aud oa thint was opened in 
Haugesund six months age. Two other 
coastal towns, Aalesund apd Kristian. 
sund, have been tamed as Rie is cen- 
tres fur new peace aflices. But the ditf- 
culties encountered in obtaining well- 
knawn speakers from Oslo, ao long ss 
the peace offices are continad fo the 
west Coast, have pointed to the need 
for a co-ordinating centre im the vapital 
The Stavanger peace office bi supported 
by ten shillings a month subscriptions. 
The oneromn affics, with its brtaht 
window display of pasters and litera- 
tive, ds next doar but ane ta the 
ngutralist Socialist People’s Party, with 
the uftiee af the Soclety of Friends 
in Norway just up the street, In Uauge- 
gun, the peace alfice is nearer to ihe 
tawn centre; there are no full-lime wark- 
era, and the apo ere of supporter 
go towards payiug the £5 a month rent 
of the offte and organising public 
meetings and publicity. 


All the peace aflices sre fully indepen 
dent of the national peace orpanisa- 
tions, amd reprosent no particular paai- 
tion within the movement. Kiell Jamne, 
a 3t-yearald boukbinier who rung the 
Haugesund office with three associates, 
Altaches great importance to this Ab 


though a former CO and a member of 
the pacifiat Folkcreianing mat hrig, he 
beheves that a peace oftlee which ig nat 
conimitted to pacifism stands 6 better 
chance of success in the counniunily it 
serves, “Qur ain,” ho gays, “is te 
start people thinking about peace, net 
ta tell them what te think.” 


Kjell Jame thinks the peace offices may 
alsa help to lriige the gap between 
the “ grass-roots" poace warker and the 
acadeinie peace researcher. The shelves 
are well-stocked? with capies af Pax, Onir 
Generation, Noritisk Freda Bebatt apd 
the exeellent paperbacky of Pax Partag. 
hh might be worth thinking haw far the 
eed af mere “intermedyate ” peace 
erature of this kind could kelp ta 
reduce the mitital distrast thal sate. 
times tends to estranue peace | academn- 
jea “ound “activists "on Britain, 


Although the peace ative js aiwh a rex 
cent phenomesou, iss already brolaa 
the original press boyeatt af its work, 
and new its public meetings are culty’ 
reported fo the newspapers. It is hanjer 
ta Judge whether the peace affice fas 
yet curved oul a place for itself in dhe 
life af the counununity. The tiamber of 
Interested enquirers calling in at the 
Haugesund peace uffice in is first six 
miaiths has been diwoppaintingly weal, 
eo the weet iiterest generated 
by Labour's Uirst election reverse for at 
years will give the Norwegian peace 
aifices the chance af a real breaklhraigh 
inte the public consciousndsy, AV Jeagt 
We oan hip: sa 


The phate shows tha peace 
afficea at Stavanger a 
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Richard Elman replies 


Returning from an extended trip abroad 
1 found Ted Roszak’s and 
Rosen's responses to my articles printed 
im the letters section (August 6 and 
13) and thought T might be given a 
moment to reply. 

I don’t know where Mr Rosen got the 
idea that T had insulted his friends or 
colleagues in SDS. Nor do | reeall doing 
any “amateur psychologising.” I have 
also read the Port Huron statement ... 
and the entire recent press conference 


of Charles de Gaulle. They are both 
noble documents. | wish J could be 
as devout as Mr Rosen. FE don't) fault 


him on that account. But it does seem 
reasonable to try to differentiate for 
Peace News readers between the puta- 
tive and the real. | found ntyself rather 
Impressed by the students in) Newark. 
Else I should not have bothered to write 
the piece at all... 

As for Ted Roszak’s connnents, they 
are certainly far more sensible. Re 
reading my little essay on affluent stu- 
deats, Pm afraid | may have sinned as 
he indicated. Its possible T was trying 
tou hard to correct the impressions one 
gels from reading the liberal-left press, 
here and abroad. | wanted to sketch the 
students’ complicity in the affluent so- 
ciety because I helieve it had to be part 
of the picture, and had customarily heen 
neglected by all previous commentators. 
I know, of course, that revolutionaries 
have customarily sprung from the middle 
classes. But rarely have they been so 
vehement about rejecting conventional 
middle class behayiaur, .. 

Ted Roszak also feels that one must 
regard present-day student behaviour 
in the light of the apathies of the 
McCarthy era of only a decade ago. | 
never really believed in that apathy in 
quite the same way as Roszak, I'm 
afraid. Frankly, IT see no sharp break 
hetween the political life of this country 
of ten years aga and that of today. 
But the proliferation of affluence has 
made it possible for many more people 
to participate in polilical dissent than 
a decade ago. That was the chief point 
of my article. 

Finally, as for those who continue to 
find my views on teach-ins obnoxious, 
T can only say that after more than 
seven weeks ahsence fram the States, | 
find no hint of a change of direction 
in administrative thinking - despite the 
increasing number of protests, petitions, 
and mass mectinys. If the academic 
conununity wishes to helieve that its 
commitment has had an impact on the 
country, Pm sure it will be a great 
comfort to them in years to come when 
American power commits us to even 
worse harbarities in south-east Asia. Re- 
membering the way the left intellectuals 
functioned in France during Indochina 


By the sea 


If you've bought this copy of Peace 
News at Blackpool, it’s probably only 
oe of about 93 pieces of printing 
matter which you've heen sold or had 
stuffed into your hand for nothing. 
The Labour Party conference is the 
opportunity for everyone to appeal for 
your interest, support, enthusiasm and 
money. 

You also have to fend off all the usual 
expensive seaside attractions. So if 
ask for pour money as well, Pm putting 
my head in the lion’s mouth. Neverthe- 
Jess, J am asking: this paper costs more 
to produce than we can recover from 
gales, and we can only keep going 
throogh the support of our readers. Hf 
you think it’s worth keeping going, will 
you please help us tao? 

And even if you're not at Blackpool, 
we won't refuse a contribution with any 
other postmark, 


; ROD PRINCE. 
tetal since February 8 


£1751 


contributions this week £120 11 3 
Please sand cheques etc (payable 
to Peace News Ltd) to Merfyn Turner, 
5 Caledonian Road London NI 


Sumner 


and Algeria (at a much greater risk to 
themselves) I find present-day efforts in 
America extremely flabby. 

One cannot set out to advise presidents, 
on the one hand, and be im opposition, 
on the other, From what ] can tell, the 
teach-ins have not yet decided which 
function they wish to choose. It almost 


seenis as if they are afriid of dosing 
popularity. 

Richard M. Efman, 

164 West 79 Street, 

New York City 10024. 

Golden Convolvulus 

[ have just read an article in this 
week’s Peace News (September 17) 


which has caused me to doubt the evi- 
dence of my eyes. There has always 
been uncertainty on the Left with re- 
gard to hterary values, but the printing 
of “The book the Blackburn police 
didn't like" by Cavan MeCarthy is 
absolutely incredible. 

Why the Blackburn police are interested 
in such wet, unoriginal sertbbles mrysti- 
fies me. That Peace News should bother 
to notice them is absurd. The example 
of the work of the “very promising 
poet” is as laughable as the name of 
the publication that launched him, and 
as significant. Many a schoolboy has 
more sophisticated sex dreams. In true 
obscenity there is always virility and 
originality; it is a pleasure to hear a 
Seats seainan swear for instance. and 
there is the same fibre in some of the 
Eskimo Nell balladry. This is not to say 
that obscenity is especially good for the 
soul. [t just has its place. 

If the Blackburn police find time lying 
heavy on their hands, they might try 
clearing away a little of the sophisticated 
prurience openly on sale. (I’m not re- 
ferring to Perfumed Gardens and such.) 

That Peace News is so embarrassingly 
bereft of judgment as to print such 
nonsense is depressing. 

Alex Eaton, 

43 Tower Road, Shiptey, Yorks. 


The time has come when even the most 
tolerant and Jeft-wing of your readers 
must vomit out tis disgust in a letter 
of protest. 

The apparently serious criticism of 
Golden Convoloulusx by Cavan McCarthy, 
approving alinast wholeheartedly of the 
selection and giving lengthy quotes from 
the juicier items, was enough to make 
the stomach turn of even the most blasé 
student of lavatory wal] verse. His tinal 
comments on the book are both farcical 
and lunatic: “ . .. the book hecomes 
an indictment of official attitudes and 
a powerful plea for life and love (!).” 
Can this blatant attempt at sexual titil- 
lation for the oversexed and perverted 
deserve any more than a rapid and - 
one hopes - hygienic burning? 

Rt. A. Sealy, 

4! West Farm Avenue, 

Ashtead, Surrey. 


Reviews of publications which are noth- 
ing more thar" adolescent scribblings,” 
such as the Cavan McCarthy item on 
“the book the Blackburn police didn't 
like,” are driving me and many other 
pacifist friends to seeing that Peace News 
has lost its way and is rapidly sliding 
into a mania for eroticism, sensational- 
ism and “anti-police at any price,” 
As a teacher and parent, who has 
brought up children and tried to edu- 
cate them, I am only too well aware 
of the difficulties modern life poses for 
“ adolescents" - but J am abl teed sure 
that “anarchy” and “undisciplined 
freedom ” are not ideals that will help 
solve the problems. Mankind has not 
achieved what infinitesimal progress 
from the mere animal existence he may 
have achieved by doing without some 
sort of discipline (of course self-disci- 
pline is best); and ull this avant garde 
literature debunking self-control is the 
very antithesis of pacifism, which will 
require considerably improved _ self- 
discipline. 

8. P. V. Bray, 

221 Vicarage Road, Birmingham HM. 


Malaysia - Indonesia 


Mr T. V. Sathyamurthy’s reasoning 
(Peace News, September 10), J fear, 
comes dangerously close to a condana- 
tion of violence. Hf J follow the drift 
of hig thought, it is that Indonesia is 
4 power.in south-east Asia and one must 
not just bow dawn but bend backwards 
in acknowledgement of this. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


What should alarm any genuine peace 
worker is the way ino which he recog: 
tuses “dIndonesia’s aggressive  actlons 
against Malaysia” and then) proceeds, 


quite cavalierly, to disreyard: it. 

fle Jooks at the diverse power pYroups 
within Indonesia and by soine strange 
s}llovism appears to provide an apology 
for Indonesia’s belligerence — towards 
Malaysia. 

What is the basis of Indonesia’s confron- 
tation of Alalaysia? Lam not amons those 
who woud wish to debunk “° Indone- 
cun polities as a series of artificially 
created external crises and internal up- 


heavals designed to keep Sukarno in 
power.” HMiforts tao answer the question 
by Indonesians and their ailies have 
hitherto proved wholly unenlightening, 
Mr Sathyamurthy is himself far from 
edifying. 

Cleariy, the only matter at stake is 


Malaysia's territorial integrity. 

But in all the ensuing tensions a totally 
new point has been put forward, 1.e. 
the presence of the British military bases. 
In a deesde and more of Indonesian 
independence there had not been a word 
about the bases. There was never the 
faintest suggestion of any threat emana- 
ting from them. In fact the Mantla Accord 
of 1963, entered into between [ndone- 
sin, Malaysia and the Philippines, smartly 
disposed of any such fear, 

In the meantime Malaysia (unlike the 
Philippines, Pakistan and, in a sense, 
Japan) has never allowed the bases to 
be used for the purposes of the South 
Fast Asian Treaty Organisation. 

Mr Sathyamurthy has tried to tell us 
of the Indonesian outlook, the phrases 
that inspire it - revolution, neo-cotonial- 
ism, goteng royony, indoctrinasi, They 
certuinly have a right to live by their 
own shibboleths and eatechism. It is only 
when these produce a psychosis of war, 
a faith in vivere pericoloso, that all of 
us who believe in peace. in the ripht 
of nations tu lead their own lives, even 
stew in their own mess, aul of us, need 


to revister our position without rejluc- 
tance, 7 os..2 
The somewhat conditioned prejudice 


against any British military engagement 
has caused a curious ambivalence to- 
wards Indonesian aggression. Isn't the 
peace Movement perhaps impaled on the 
horns of a self-inflicted dilemma? 

S. Woodhull, 

Woolwlch International House, 

Sandy Hill Road, London S.E.18. 


Vietnamese banned 


I should hike to make an appeal con- 
cerning the fact, which you recently 
reported, that Sir Frank Soskice, acting 
on the advice of Mr Stewart, has pre- 
vented the spokesmen of the Vietnamese 
National Liberation Front from enter- 
ing this country to participate in teach- 
Ink, 
Many of your readers will be interested 
to know that the Nottingham City Labour 
Party is attempting ta table an emer- 
veney resolution at Blackpool, urging 
the government to reconsider its decision 
on this matter 
We would welcome support from any 
other affiliate of the Party in this cause. 
Ken Coates, 
President, Nottingham 

City Labour Party, 
19 Greenfield Street, 
Dunkirk, Nottingham. 


Porton 


In his report of the Porton demonstra- 
tion (September 17) William Hethering- 
ton makes scant reference to the sit-down 
which prevented the military from 
driving demonstrators into the country 
and dumping them. This was, surely, one 
of the most important factors in the 
demonstration, especially as a lot of 
those sitting were members of the CND 
icket who, when they saw what was 
appening, spontaneously took collective 
action to prevent a very damp ending 
to a most encouraging demonstration. 
We must now go on to renewed effort 
in the campaign to stop the preparation 
and research into gas and germ warfare, 
the Committee of 100 “Gas and Gemn 
Warfare Study Group" should now plan 
another action at Porton in the near 
future and hundreds more peopla must 
be urged to read Conspiracy of Silence 
and take part in this jmportant cam- 
alien... 
é demonstration on September 11 
achieved a Jot, for there are not many 


bury wito do net now know what type 
of work is going on at Porton, Now let 
us vo on to further effort until everyone | 
knows the secret preparations of thesé 
cheap (ih more ways than one) weapons) 
Peter J. Aiken, : 
40 Prospect Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset, 


people within a 50+nte radius of Sall& | 


Peace Research Centre 

The Peace Research Centre is now 1 
a position fo send a speaker to any 
orgatisalion, anywhere in- the United | 
Kingdom, which would uke to hear about 
the work of the Centre, and to Jeart 
a live about peace research in general. 
Orvanisations which would like to have? 
such a speaker should be prepared @ 
pay the travelling expenses of 
speaker, and, where this is needed, @ 
provide overnight accommodation. ; 
if the secretaries of such proups would 
write to the Centre we will be happy 
to send thein full detatis 

David A, Fabri, 

Peace Research Centre, 

50 Church Street, Lancaster. 


Malatesta 


In re-reading iny irate letter to Peace 
Neus (Aueust 138) about Ronald Samp 
son’s Malatesta review [ find it unnece® 
sarily vituperative. Also | have had 1 
pointed out tu me from several sources 
that I'd underestimated Mr Sampson’ | 
awn awareness of the evils and dangers 
of the state. A leaflet. issued by him a) | 
the time of the recent election start 
off: “Each of the political partics tf 
this General Election says that the 
others are unfit to pevern. We acree. 
Obviously E should have discussed his 
Malatestian misconceptions in a mue 
friendher tone. Many apologies. 

H.W. Morton, 

P.O. Box 261, Cooper Station, 

New York 3, NY, USA. 


Jc 


| The 


Youn 
Anarchists and Bohemians , , {Macmill 
I think its a pity that Joan Harcowt Penk 0 
review (September 10) of Alan sillitoe$ +P Whi 
novel. The Death of William Postets |. ~ 5). 
should have been entitled “The perfect | of Mi 
(anarchist) prig,” thus giving the Ink (Gotlance 
pression that anarchism is connected it is ofter 
with simple seHishness and brutality. “rough a 
Alan Sillitoe’s “ hero,’ Frank Dawley: | Parity Der 
is a representative of a class of people "Valuation 
who are rightly repelled by convention’ | } hen it is 
morality, but can never find any sub | ts wing 0 
stitute for it, and end up by thinkin his Hid 


it. clever and life-affirmative to sponge 
off other people who can il) afford tb 


Their rebellion consists in following rough th 
their own whims regardless of the har™ | Rugsiins 
they do to other people, or the nuisanc® | Moaligic 


they create. They often live in a state 
of continuous chaos. If you happen to Def ay 


foolish enough to associate with them: Wane. 
their chaos will spill over into you ay fis 
life too. J xisten 


Ironically enough, if you are a professes 
anarchist, and begin to show signs ® 
resentment against having your arranbe 
ments turned topsy-turvy to help some 
selfish and irresponsible idiot, you wl? 
be met with: “Oh, but surely you, as a" 
anarchist, ought to be more understan ROE 
ing.” ' 
Anarehists are not usually either mop 
sters of arrogant selfishness or Christia® avec 
ascetics. They believe in a society bas aye’: WM 
| Nd some 


on mutual ald and individual respansl: 
ru inte 


bility. Of course they recognise 


some people are so damaged by the# And vr @ 
upbringing that they cannot help De Ono” : 
having in antisocial) ways. However, theY | WI © Wer 
don’t make a cult of behaving ike WU | Nich dj, 
as some Beats and Bohemians tend ¢ “Nd Can ¢ 
ao. at the insec 
The Frank Dawleys of (his world are 18 I skis : 
anarchists, merely small-time exploiteny bon In a 
Comrade Dawley never did get sate. "8 algo | 


Petals ww! 
| {ently J 
Sesto 


out of his Algerian adventure. Arco™, 
ing to « reliable report reaching nia 
from Algiers, he wag shot by ono of Fy 
FLN associates, the brother of 4 & 


he had seduced and deserted. there is 
Arthur Uloth, ‘nywhe 
30 Arundel Gardens, London W.11 5, Yet j er 

an Ste ater | 
THE ORDER OF THE GREAT nna DB 
COMPANIONS | but you 
Service 3.30 pm, Sunday 26 Septembel | Ho hot e 
Weigh House Church Hall vad ‘ hat yr] 
Binney St (opp Selfridges) oe 2 Rives ny 
Brian Peurl: “Israeli Kibbutz," -— re} 


ry 
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The Commonwealth 
Arts Festival 


“England,” wrote Richard Backle 
in last Sunday’s Sunday Times, 
“woud have been much Mervier 
in the olden tyme if there had been 
more coloured people about.” Many 
Londoners have shared his reaction 
to the spectacle provided by the 
dancers who launched the Com- 
monwealth Arts Festival last week. 
This photograph hy Graham Keen 
is of one of the drummers with the 
Sierra Leone dancers, 
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| — Joan Harcourt An alien view 
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Young Visitors, by John Wain human concerns as men from Mars, We sss clearcut th: i 
: I visi ria LEK an eoncerns as 2 m Mars, We life less clearcut than before, the rot about the poverty, the leprosy, The men 
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n Harcomt’s [Strait of an Artist with 26 Horses, Soviet pilots are skilful, our aeroplanes y¢ ihe experience of beim in ak ., in his book; there is no room for if, 
lan Sillitoe’s hy William Eastlake (Michael Joseph, one designed _ and They (the than hae anon * ton Anette Ma Like Hastlake, Sr. Bastos interlocks tales 
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by thinking | ty y y ‘ e a He describes the futile escape of a yar 
» to sponge | Jo's new novel, ‘Phe Young Viswors and examine what lies beneath, with Navajo Indians of New Mexico with He describes the futile escape rn eS at 
Halford ile | ts IN Wain attempts to see London, and the aid of a particularly unsavoury #beat love, In a very American way he couple fram a labouw CAND 1 ae a 
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te | eésians, themselves with the dew of perhaps, finally, to the general good of (sometimes verging on whiny), but the 2 ah ; ick : 
the nuisance | lie ae ; ane hs cumulitive eifeet into point his love. 4 bog full of miasmas, with Inlande 


: alistic communis i ing a aye ; aoa : ot AVEO 
; tate ft istic communism stilt clinging to the world. As our bves touch, we are > f : u ; i 
in a st help carefully cultivated responses. alla little changed. The Indians he writes about five tn peopled by anakes .... What makes © 


at 


) 


“peas 


Pd 


= 


appen to DY fy a valley still for T their flight so difficult is fear, a fear 
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into y of CR PURO genic kt out lena, a pretty girl with strong hetero; man, but there is only verbal conan in them, spills put and spreads all 
4 professed Co a A a sexnal desires, tremblingly under con nication, round ‘them! Hy 
i ofes ‘ senite ; ature, whie ‘i ‘ A 
rw sins OF Poe ae eee ety a hein ibtluke interlocks twelve tals of hfe in yomatnaumenw poo OF Bele DOO 
h yor ‘ ” a oh, eae Pros ee alley, oH : gH nistoms sid Parte ; iy e 5 
help some lina Morris hal aes mee a by Dee Reet eat and beliefs adraitly inta the fabric of HOU EAEe. sista date Fe hat they A 
ot, you wit Teeselta as fess Ta ates Led hy in modern America. In the persans of gn innately optimiatic race wher some. 
as elt Seen DN me In Ring, a 2 man, and his abi ot fi plea itiekd Bia Sey 
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Spade, whom she hears expressing an In one of the stories a man chooses sal 


either mom | \ , : Tie Maen eines "ray Ueafely perfect friendship, such as we ajar Ranh 4 age Cts 
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Left-wing disillusion at Central Hall 


Rod Prince writes: A Labour MP, Nor- 
man Atkinson, was heckled when he 
spoke at a Campaign for Nuelear Dis- 
arnrament meeting last Friday evening. 
Describing the position of Left-wing 
Labour:-MPs, Mr Atkinson spoke rather 
glurnily, and he was clearly shaken by 
the number of voices who spoke up 
against him, calling for him to vote 
against the party Hine and to dissociate 
himself from the government's foreign 
policy, 

This encounter seemed to confirm what 
Bill Wedderburn had just said about 
the depth of the current disillusion with 
the Labour Party, particularly among 
students and young “people. In a lively 
and even witty speech, Professor Wed- 
derburn had demonstrated, in a good 
deal of detail, the differences between 
Labour's pledges of 1962 on an indepen- 
dent) foreign poltey and their actual 
policy today. Speaking of the “ intel- 
lectual phoniness " of the government’s 
Vietnain policy, he used a formidable 


Disarmament study 
on Clydeside 


A conference to encourage study of the 
econonne and social implications of dis- 
armament for the Clyde is being spon- 
sored by the West Region of Scottish 
CND. Invitations to the conference on 
October Y have been sent out to MPs, 
councillors, trade unionists, members of 
all politieal parties, dactors, Ministers, 
and contracting engineers involved in 
installing Polaris bases in Scotland 

Kejth Bovey, chairman of SCND, will 
analyse defence expenditure in the West 
of ScoWwnd, ang the conference will end 
‘with a symposium of pape’s ‘on devel- 
opment” projects for thas Clyde area. 


“~‘'ference Heelas anduRichard Gott will 


myke"intfoduetoery Sheachas ony war in 
‘the nuclear age” amid ls bedurity in a 


_fearined work” 


won 
The Seostish Camobtat UsiiAlaties that 
ebiW% of the Seotlish work force is in- 


volved in defence work. They have 
written to the Seottish Economic Plan- 
ning Council urging the Council to 
consider redeployment of resources cur- 
rently devoted to defence, and pointing 
to the Campaign's own work in under- 
taking studies of alternative uses for 
military installations on the West Coast. 
In their Jetter of invitation to the 
“Ploughshare conference,” the organi- 
sers state that acceptance will not be 
used to suggest that attendance implies 
support for CND. They aim to get wide 
representation at the conference as a 
prelude to co-operation in studies of 
the resources of West Scotland. 
Inferested members of CND and other 
peace groups are welcome, The con- 
ference wil) be held in Dumbarton 
Burgh Halls on October 9, and. starts 
at 10.30 am. Tickets from Conference 
Secretary, Brian Smith, 13 Park Grove 
Terrace, Glasgow C.3. 


Workcamps organiser 


wanted 
Tan Dizon writes: A new branch of 
Service Civil International will be 


formed in Mauritius if a voluntary work 
camps organiser can he found to po 
out from Britain shortly. 

The British branch of SCI, Interna- 
tional Voluntary Service, has been send- 
ing long term volunteers out to Mauritius 
since 1080, and as a result of their work 
a jot of interest has been generated 
among young people on the island. 
Several workcamps have already heen 
organised by the Jong term volunteers, 
but there 18 an everincreasing demand 
for more projects. It has therefore he- 
come necessary to send an experienced 
volunteer who will be able to concen. 
trate on organising workcamps on a 
more regular basis, and on harnessing 
the energy and enthusiasm of the young 
Mauritians for the formation of an SCI 
branch. ; 

Oxfam has promised to provide the cost 
of sending and maintaining this volun- 
teer in Mauritius. 

The volunteer for this project must have 
initiative, workcamp and Jeadership ex- 
perience, and an ability to deal with 
government officials at different levels. 
The minimum age is 2) years. Far ap- 
lication forme please write to LTSO, 
VS, 72 Oakley Square, London N.W.1. 


selection of quotations from Harold 
Wilson's speeches to back up his theary 
that Wilson has ° a special relationship 
with reality,” which is as dangerous as 
John Foster Dulles’ myth of good and 
evil, Attacking the decision to exclude 
representalives of the National Libera- 
tron Front fram Britain, he was ap- 
plauded for the comment that the Home 
Secretary was one man who should re- 
tire from public life. 

Professor Wedderburn said that the 
National Plan itself showed how. the 
present foreign and defence policy en- 
dangered the pound. Disarmament did not 
endanger jobs, it created them: and 
CND supporters should recognise that 
their policy was the practical, realistic 
one. 

The other main speaker of the evening 
was Professor Seymour Melman, the 
American author of many books on the 
economics uf war and peace. Professor 
Melman produced a dazzling statistical 
display of the harmful effects on the 
US economy of its domination by arms 
production. The United States was the 
richest country in the world, but it could 
not cure poverty at home. The “° defence. 
space complex" creamed off the avail- 
ab) technological talent, with the result 
that American industry was becoming 
technically backward; the shipbuilding 
industry, for instance, was directly 
affected hy the money and resources 
put into the Polaris programme. 

There had been no contradiction between 
guns and butter during World War II, 
when America was growing again after 
the years of depression. Now, even in 
the US, the contradiction had emerged, 
Between 1950 and 1963, medical services 
had worsened, but the amount of TNT 
per head of population had increased; 
were we any more secure with 6 tons 
of TNT per person than with one ton? 
The price of sending a man to the moon 
was the price of setting up 53 universi- 
ties In developing countries. Condemn- 
Ing the cold war utupianism which since 


Political prisoners in 


the 1962 Cuba crisis had developed the 
theory that small wars were permissible, 
Professor Melman said that small wars 
had a full potential for nuclear escala- 
tion, and the most urgent task today 
was to help countries by 


developing 


Workshops/‘100' 


Pat Arrowsmith and Peter Cado- 
gan: Last Sunday CND Caravan Work- 
shops and the London Committee of 
100 joined forces to discuss the need for 
anew movement, Debate centred round 
a paper by David Picton of the Work- 
shops, in which he discusses the prob- 
lem of power, the rule of law, demo- 
eracy and revolution, the class struggle 
and violence, and advocates a new move- 
ment based on a new and inclusive 
analysis of our society. 

After this joint session the two groups 
met separately and made a number of 
decisions. The Workshops agreed that a 
working group should canvass support 
for the ideas in David Picton’s paper 
among other appropriate organisations. 
A further conference will be held on 
November 6-7 to conduct a post mortem 
on the recent European Goodwill Tour, 
to discuss whether or not to return to 
Yugoslavia next summer, and examine 
the possibility of planning an interna- 
tional tour including participants from 
East and West. A group of five was 
set up to work in liaison with the 
Lancaster Peace Research Centre, 

Other ideas put forward, but not agreed, 
were for a Conpress of Unrepresented 
Peoples from all over the world to be 
held next Easter, and for a Central 
Hall ratly at which speakers from local 
groups should describe their activities 
and explore future action. It was decided 
that the Workshops should concentrate 
on the central problems of peace, poverty 
and race and that “ participatory de- 


From 


Spain, 


Portugal and South Africa 


Seven demonstrators arrested on Sunday, 
September 19, at a demonstration outside 
the Spanish Imbassy appeared at Bow 
Street on Monday. One who pleaded 
guilty was fined 50 shillings. The rest 
who pleaded not guilty, or refused to 
iene were remanded until September 
The demonstration was organised by the 
London Anarchist Society as a protest 
against the imprisonment of Spanish 
and Portuguese political prisoners. It in- 
cluded members of the National Con- 
federation of Spanish Labour, [Iberian 
Labour, Syndicalist Workers’ Federation, 
Committee of 100 and the Civil Liberties 
Union. The 100 or so demonstrators 
walked round Belgrave Square carrying 
placards with the names of Spanish and 


. Portuguese political prisoners. The ar- 


rests were made when de:monstrators 
were prevented by police from reaching 
the Spanish Embassy. Four demonstra- 
tors Jay in the road, and when they were 
dragged to police vans, two others lay 
in front of one of the vans to stop it 
moving off. The seventh arrest was on 
a chargze of insulting behaviour. 


* t . 


On Sunday it was reported in Madrid 
that a 1?-year-old English schoolboy, 
missing since the end of August, had 
just been released on bail from prison. 
He is charged with insulting General 
Franco, and was arrested after being 
questioned by police for travelling se- 
cond class on a third class ticket. He 
cauld be sentenced to prison or a heavy 
fine 
. , , 

A carefully documented report on the 
treatment of Portuguese political pri- 
soners was published by Amnesty In- 
ternational yesterday, September 23, The 
report is based on signed statements 
made hy Portuguese exiles living in 
London, Paris and Brazil. It describes 
frequent use of, the “statue” form of 
torture - prisoners are made to stand 
up for days and nights tn succession 
and kicked upright if they fall or try to 
sit. Many prisoners revert to the men- 
tality of children or lose their reason 
altogether under this treatment. ; 
Torture by the PIDE (secret pohee) is 
used against young students, some rot 


out of their teens, as the barrister [an 
Macdonald testified after observing the 
trial of 31 students. The father of a 
girl student tried last June wrote to 
the Minister of the Interior, after visit- 
ing her in prison, that his daughter's 
“face was that of a corpse; she could 
not co-ordinate her ideas and had dilfi- 


cully in the articulation of words. Be- 
sides this she could not stand up 
properly...” 


Lawyers who try to defend properly 
opponents of the government are them- 
selves arrested and often tortured, While 
police violence against prisoners is rout- 
ine, J{ appears to be particularly savage 
in the case of Communists or left-wing 
sympathisers. 

The Amnesty Report criticises the valt- 
dity of the findings by Lord Russell of 
Liverpool, who recently carried out an 
investigation for the Portuguese govern 
ment, on the grounds that he did not 


see prisoners awaiting trial, who are 
usually the worst treated. 
+ a + 


South African prison conditions were 
the subject of an Amnesty report pub- 
lished on September 16, a week before 
its report on Portuguese political pri- 
soners, There is a depressing similarity 
in the contents. Europeans in South 
African prisons may be made to stand 
for up to 16 hours in an 18-inch square 
while being questioned by police. Afri- 
cans are most commonly subjected to 
electric shock treatment, as well as being 
kicked and heaten, 


The report, which 1s based on evidence 
from more than 1,000 former political 
prisoners, also describes the filthy and 
overcrowded cells, the bad food, and 
yratuitaus suffering like medical opera- 
tions performed without anaesthetics, 
which are inflicted on political prison- 
ers. 


The South African Embassy in London 
commented to Amnesty that " For some 
time now your organisation has been 
publishing information about the Re- 
public of South Africa which has eman- 
ated from obviously biased persons 
including persons convicted of criminal 
offences.” 


the idea - mainly lawyers, doct rs 4 
students. The meeting is being called 
Samiuddin Sami, who is assistant salt 
tor to the council at Bingley, Yorksht 
The proposed society would be a ne 
political body, not designed to pe 
judgments about Kashmir. Members 6! 
urged to think in terms of the 
continent, rather than their awn col 
tries. A draft constitution will be pty 
sented at the meeting. Professor Geom 
Catlin has agreed to be President & 
the society. 


The Vietnam Day Committee in Berl 
ley, California, is organising a mal 
civil disobedience demonstration at i 
Rerkeley Air Terminal, from wht 
troops and munitions are shippe ee 
Vietnam, on Saturday October 16. 93 
demonstration will be the culmination 5, 
two weeks of protest activity by Ame 
can peace groups, In response tom 
appeal for support froin peace ae ne 
vroups all over the world, CND and Hi 
Committee of 100 are organising & oy 
hour vigil in Grosvenor Square, Det 
from CND, 14 Grays Inn Road, Londe 
W.C.1, CHA 3506, or Committee of ri 
13. Goodwin Street, London N.4, AN 
1239 or ARC 5524, Ring or send stamp 
addressed envelope, 


One Year of Labour Government 8 th 
theme of a YCND meeting on Thurs ¢ 
October 14. Bertrand Russell, Wille 
Warbey MP, and Olive Gibhba, ja 
Chairman, will discuss how Labour iat 
affected the prospects for disarmaiam 
The meeting is at Mahatma Gandhi 
Fitzroy Square, London W}, at 7.30 f) 
Tickets 2s from YCND, 14 Grayé 
Road, WC1. 14) 


Labour CND and the Political comity 
tee of the London Co-operative 50 
are organising a discussion confé Mery 
on “Arms and Lahour” on Satur’ 
October 23 at Friends House, © 
Road, London N.W.1 from 2.90.10 
pm. Speakers: Konni Zilliacus M 
Joyce Butler MP. Fee 26 éd. Cree 
from L. Nicholas, 48 Leigh Raad, 
don E.6. 
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During the Commonwealth Ars ? 
val the Campaign Against Racial 


| you bel 
curtailing aur own arms race and pi language 
venting arms races growing elsewher during 
Recocnition of the yuns-butter conth 
diction was one of the ways in wd you bel 
governments could be persuaded to § should ; 
this. of colo: 
you are 
. : in Brita 
discussion aa 
moeracy” should be a central part ! 
this avowed Local proups would Hi you are 
free to tackle other particular lot express 
problems. ie 
The final session of the London Commi P you fee 
tee of 100 meeting decided to go ahet of racia 
with the idea of a monthly meet cut dov 
open to all interested groups and int toc ch 
viduals. These monthly nee ol 
be primarily concerned with ideas a 
NeW! TORE AMMe HOH sims there | power 
general agreement with the point mafill{ seeks 1 
by David Picton, John Papworth 3f immigr 
others that there can be no. significal and stt 
recovery of the peace movement exc 
on the strength of a basic restatemél you w 
of outlook. New ideas would turn upt [F discrim 
a new understanding of power-structil : 
in society and the definition of an alté mayjorit 
native, Hl, 4 
The meetings will be based on the ff ie Ny J 
association of existing groups and wittll] CIN 
out prejudice to their separate identi] ~ | 
In view of their experience of this Kir 
of co-ordination the Consultative Cot 
mittee of Peace Organisations (foundel 
after the 1962 Cuba crisis) is to ! 
asked if they will eall the next month 
meeuing, 
= : s 
News in brief-— ~ 
A ‘meefme™to setup an Indo-Rakist 
Sagiely psy being held.inBradford,4 
Sunday, October deNotices of the “met 
Migs naira) (iuen senhetr™tndians et 
Pakistanis Who have shown interest ! pamtet 


crimination is leafleting festival he 


Helpers are needed: contact 
Singh, 24 Highgate West Hill, 
N.6. MOU 4073. 
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Join 
CARD 
| Now 


If you believe in the multi-racial Commonwealth with is wealth of 
[ language, tradition and culture as seen in the exciting performances 


“| during the Commonwealth Arts Festival 
rit, 


vhig 


Ot 


te 
1% 
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neil 
opt 
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‘ you believe that Britain, as the centre of the Commonwealth, 
should actively promote the equality of all its citizens, irrespective 
of colour and creed 


7 you are opposed to discrimination against coloured people living 
in Britain in the many areas where it occurs—employment, housing, 
entry into public places, credit facilities 


7 you are worried by the growth of racialism in Britain which finds 
[| expression in many forms of hostility and violence 


| you feel that the British Government has encouraged the growth 

F of racialism by the Commonwealth Immigrants Act of 1962 which 
cut down the numbers of coloured Commonwealth citizens allowed 
into this country 


seeks to cut down still further the number of Commonwealth 
immigrants to Britain and which would subject coloured migrants 
and students to severe control and the threat of deportation 


(ie you are outraged by the recent White Paper on immigration which 


[F you wish to help in whatever way possible to stamp out racial 
discrimination in Britain, the very heart of the Commonwealth the 
majority of whose members are coloured 


join the Campaign Against Racial Discrimination 


' 

y 

\ for racial equality in Britain 

for the repeal of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act 
for the scrapping of the recent White Paper 

for effective legislation against discrimination 


to make the multi-racial Commonwealth a REALITY 


Send 5/- to CARD, 


23 St. George’s House, 
Toynbee Hall, 
Commercial Street, E.1. 
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SCHUMANN: Toccata, Op. 7 
Arabesque, Op. 18 


Kreisleriana, Op. 16 


CHOPIN: Four Ballades 
Barcarolle, Op. 60 
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